Padre Pio Reactivating Fraternity
Sponsored by the Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis Region
Secular Franciscan Order

Volume 1, Issue 45

BSSF Region
Jerry Rousseau, OFS,
Minister
Paula Zanker, OFS,
DorothyAnn Rowland,
OFS
Area 3 Councilors
AppointedCouncil
Members:
Rev Douglas P. Reed,
Spiritual Asst.
Joanne Jacovec, OFS,
Minister
Eugene Nagy, OFS
Vice-Minister
Marguerite Zombek,
OFS Treasurer
Michael Evaniuck,
OFS Formation
Director
Frank Peluso
OFS Secretary

“Life is a struggle,
which we cannot
avoid. We must
triumph!."
~ St. Pio
~ Come join us ~
The gatherings
Are usually held
In Trinity Center top
floor 4th Sunday
@1:30 pm
(Subject to change.)
@ St Michael Catholic
Church, 804 High
House Road,
Cary, NC

A Holy New Year

January 2013

Jan 31 - St. John Bosco 1815-1888
St. John Bosco, one of the greatest saints of modern times, was born in a
Piedmontese village in 1815. When he was 2 years old, he lost his father, a humble
peasant farmer; and his saintly Tertiary mother, Margaret, brought him up. It was
no doubt due to her example and influence that John too joined the Secular Order
of St. Francis.
Even as a youngster, John recognized that it was his vocation in life to help
poor boys; and he began to teach catechism to the boys of his own village and bring
them to church. Acrobatic stunts and conjuring tricks were the means he used to get
them together.
At 16 he entered the seminary at Chieri. He was so poor at the time, that the
mayor contributed a hat, the parish priest a cloak, one parishioner a cassock, and
another a pair of shoes. After he was ordained a deacon he passed on to the
seminary in Turin; and there, with the approbation of his superiors, he began to
gather together on Sundays poor apprentices and waifs of the city.
Not long after his ordination to the priesthood in June 1841, he established
what he called a Festive Oratory, a kind of Sunday school and recreation center for
boys, in Turin. His mother came to be his housekeeper and mother of the Oratory.
Two more Oratories in the same city followed. When Father John Bosco's mother
died in 1856, the Oratories housed 150 resident boys; and there were four Latin
classes and four workshops, one of them a printing press. Ten young priests assisted
Father John in his work. Father John was also much in demand as a preacher; and he
spent half of his nights in writing popular books in order to provide good reading.
Father John's confessor and spiritual director was the saintly Tertiary priest
Joseph Cafasso; and Father John too gained the reputation of being a saint.
Miracles, mostly of healing, were attributed to him. By his kindness and sympathy
and his marvelous power of reading the thoughts of his boys, he exercised a
profound influence upon his charges. He was able to rule them with apparent
indulgence and absence of punishment, something the educators of the day could
not understand.
In 1854 Father John founded the religious order of Salesians, so called in
honor of St. Francis de Sales. Its members devote themselves to the education of
poor boys. The new society grew rapidly. Father John lived to see 38 houses
established in the Old World and 26 in the New World. Today it is one of the largest
orders of men in the Church.

Ring in the New Year
When the mid-nite bell rings Jan 1st. Let it
signify new and better things. Let it signify a
realization that we can observe the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus in the example of St. Francis and help
change the world. Your council wishes all of you a
holy, happy 2013 with peace on earth to men of
good will.

St. John Bosco
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Padre Pio Reactivating

Fraternity
The Month of January 2013
The month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus, which is celebrated on
January 3. The first nine days of January fall during the liturgical season known as
Christmas which is represented by the liturgical color white. The remaining days of
January are the beginning of Ordinary Time. The liturgical color changes to green — a
symbol of the hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a
glorious resurrection.
The Holy Father’s Intentions for the Month of January 2013
General: The Holy Father’s intentions for prayer, is entrusted to the Apostleship of Prayer
for the year 2013. That in this “Year of Faith” Christians may deepen their knowledge of
the mystery of Christ and witness joyfully to the gift of faith in Him.
Missionary
Middle Eastern Christians: That the Christian communities of the Middle East, often
discriminated against, may receive from the Holy Spirit the strength of fidelity and
perseverance.
Franciscan Saints for December
1 Solemnity of the Mother of God
3 Holy Name of Jesus.
5 Bl. Diego José of Cádiz, OFM Cap.
7 Bl. Angela of Foligno, religious, III Ord.
8 Bl. Eurosia Fabris, III Order, a model of holiness in the daily life
of a Catholic family, also known as Mamma Rosa
12 St. Bernard of Corleone, religious, I Ord.
14 Bl. Odoric of Pordenone, priest, I Order.
16 Sts Berard, priest, and companions, protomartyrs of
the Order. Beheaded by the Mohammedan ruler of Spain.
18 St. Charles of Sezze, I Order
19 Bl. Thomas of Cori. (Italian, shepherd, Franciscan priest, d. 1729)
20 St. Eustochia Calafato II Order
27 St. Angela Merici, virgin, III Ord., founder of the Order of Ursulines.
30 St. Hyacinth of Mariscotti, virgin, III Order, established the Oblates of Mary
31 St. John Bosco, priest, III Order, founder. (See page 1).
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Our 2013
gathering
dates are:
January 27
February 24
(Rite of
Admission)
March 24
April 28
May 26
June 23
July 28
August 25
September 22
October 27
November 17
(Changed to
Third Sunday
due to
Thanksgiving)
December 7
(Saturday,
Fraternity
Retreat)
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Retreat Group 12/8/12
Top: Michael, Marge, Ginny, Thomas, Fr. Doug, Stan,
Maria, Joanne, and Sharon
Front: Ida, Mary Ann, Ailen, Christine, and Vince

Fraternity Retreat was held December 8, 2012 at Avila Retreat Center,
Durham, NC. The retreat theme was “Encountering the HOPE in Us” –
Humility, Obedience, Poverty, and Evangelization. Joanne shared
reflections on Mary, Mother of God and St. Clare of Assisi. Much of our
time together was dedicated to discernment, personal and communal
prayer, and silent reflection outdoors on the beautiful grounds and
labyrinth. Father Doug offered Mass and joined us for lunch. The
hospitality of Sister Carol Ann May and the Avila staff was wonderful.
Our day together was a great way to take time out for Advent and to end
our year together.
Pictures by Ida Irwin. OFS


I love you this much !

Next gathering
Sunday
January 27, 2013
At
The usual times

Let us pray daily



Heavenly Father, may the prayers of our Seraphic Father, St. Francis
help us to rise above our human weakness. We ask him to intercede for
the material and spiritual welfare of all Franciscans: the Friars, Poor
Clares, the secular ministers and spiritual assistants, and particularly the
members of our Padre Pio Reactivating Fraternity. We also pray daily for
Franciscans in need of physical healing and strength. And, may our
living and deceased Franciscan brothers and sisters be guided into
everlasting life. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your beloved
Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever. Amen.
–
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