Dates to Remember
August 3-5
BSSF ANNUAL GATHERING
Ridgecrest, NC
*August 13
Padre Pio Fraternity
Canonical Establishment 1975
37th Anniversary
~ Come join us ~
The gatherings
Are usually held
In Trinity Center Library
(subject to change.)
@ St Michael Catholic Church
804 High House Road
Cary, NC 27513
August 26th Gatherings
10:00 am in the
Trinity Center Library
Candidacy Formation
Chapter 13 “Encounters with
Christ”
Facilitator: Joanne
11:45 Inquiry Formation,
Trinity Center Library
Chapter 6 “Writings of Francis
and Clare”
Facilitator: Joanne
1:30 Ongoing Formation”
Being of Service.” – To Set
Themselves Free.
Trinity Center Library,
Facilitators
Mike, Thomas, & Sharon
BSSF Region
Jerry Rousseau, ofs, Minister
Paula Zanker, ofs, Area 3
Councilor

Padre Pio Council
Members:
Fr. Douglas P. Reed, OFM
Conv., Spiritual Asst.
Joanne Jacovec, ofs,
Minister
Eugene Nagy, ofs ViceMinister
Marguerite Zombek, ofs
Treasurer
Michael Evaniuck, ofs
Secretary
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Overview for the Month

The month of August is dedicated to The Immaculate Heart of Mary. The
entire month falls within the liturgical season of Ordinary Time, which is
represented by the liturgical color green. The last portion of the liturgical
year represents the time of our pilgrimage to heaven during which we hope
for reward.

The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of August 2012
General: That prisoners may be treated with justice and respect for their
human dignity.
Missionary: That young people, called to follow Christ, may be willing to
proclaim and bear witness to the Gospel to the ends of the earth.
(See also www.apostleshipofprayer.net)

Franciscan Saints for August
2 Our Lady of the Angels of the Portiuncula
3 Bl. Frederic Janssoone, I Order
4 St. John Vianney, priest of III Order
7 Bls. Agathangelus and Cassian, priests & martyrs of I Order
8 Holy Father Dominic, priest, founder, Order of Preachers.
11 St. Clare of Assisi, virgin, II Order ~ See p 2
14 St. Maximilian Kolbe, priest of I Order
15 The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
17 St. Roch, member of III Order
18 Bls. John Louis Loir, Protase Bourdon and Sebastian
François, presbyters and martyrs of Rochefort (Cap.)
19 St. Louis of Toulouse, bishop of I Order
21 St. Pius X, pope, member of III Order
23 Bl. Bernard of Offida, religious I Order
25 St. Louis IX, king, member & patron, III O. ~ See p 3
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I love you this much!

Thomas Ryan
8/18

Editor:
Frank Peluso, ofs

"Totally
love Him,
Who gave
Himself
totally
for
your love."
~ St. Clare of
Assisi

800th Anniversary of St. Clare’s Entrance into Franciscan Life
This year we celebrate 800th anniversary of St. Clare of
Assisi’s entrance into religious life, having joined the early group of
penitents founded by Francis of Assisi on Palm Sunday 1212. To
prepare ourselves for this celebration, let us take some time to look
at The Legend of St. Clare (1255) in which we read of Clare’s
decision to follow Francis’s way of life.
The Solemnity of the Day of Palms was at hand when the 18year-old Clare went with a fervent heart to the man of God, asking
him about her conversion and how it should be carried out. The father
Francis told her that on the day of the feast, she should go, dressed
and adorned, together with the crowd of people, to receive a palm,
and, on the following night, leaving the camp she should turn her
worldly joy into mourning the Lord’s passion.
Therefore, when Sunday came, the young girl, thoroughly
radiant with festive splendor among the crowd of women, entered the
Church with the others. Then something occurred that was a fitting
omen: as the others were going to receive the palms, while Clare
remained immobile in her place out of shyness, the Bishop, coming
down the steps, came to her and placed a palm in her hands. On that
night, preparing to obey the command of the Saint, she embarked
upon her long desired flight with a virtuous companion. Since she was
not content to leave by way of the usual door, marveling at her
strength, she broke open with her own hands that other door that is
customarily blocked by wood and stone.
And so she ran to Saint Mary of the Portiuncula, leaving behind
her home, city, and relatives. There the brothers were observing the
sacred vigils before the little altar of God, and receiving the virgin
Clare with torches. There, immediately after rejecting the filth of
Babylon, she gave the world “a bill of divorce.” There, her hair shorn
by the hands of the brothers, she put aside every kind of her fine
dress…
After she received the insignia of holy penance before the altar
of the blessed Virgin and, as if before the throne of this Virgin, the
humble servant was married to Christ. Saint Francis immediately led
her to the church of San Paolo to remain there until the Most High
would provide another place. (Lcl IV:7-8).
“Holy and beloved Saint Clare, teach me to believe, as you did, that
in the Blessed Eucharist I will find Jesus, who has only to say the
word that I may be healed.”
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“Pray, hope,
and don’t
worry”
~ St. Pio

“In
prosperity,
give
thanks
to God
with
humility
and fear
lest
by pride
you abuse
God's
benefits
and
so
offend
him."
St. Louis,
King of
France
(12151270)

The Feast day of St. Louis, patron of the Secular Franciscan Order
falls on August 25.
Here are some excerpts from the oft-quoted advice of King Louis to his son:
1. Therefore, dear son, the first thing I advise is that you fix your whole heart
upon God, and love Him with all your strength, for without this no one can
be saved or be of any worth.
2. You should, with all your strength, shun everything which you believe to
be displeasing to Him. And you ought especially to be resolved not to
commit mortal sin, no matter what may happen and should permit all your
limbs to be hewn off, and suffer every manner of torment, rather than fall
knowingly into mortal sin.
3. Dear son, I advise you that you accustom yourself to frequent confession,
and that you choose always, as your confessors, men who are upright and
sufficiently learned, and who can teach you what you should do and what
you should avoid. You should so carry yourself that your confessors and
other friends may dare confidently to reprove you and show you your faults.
4. Dear son, have a tender pitiful heart for the poor, and for all those whom
you believe to be in misery of heart or body, and, according to your ability,
comfort and aid them with some alms.
Following is from the litany of St. Louis (note the titles):
Saint Louis of France, Pray for us. St. Louis, scion of devout parents, Pray for us. St.
Louis, constant protector of the children of God, Pray for us. St. Louis, steadfast teacher
of piety, Pray for us. St. Louis, true model of Christian virtue, Pray for us. St. Louis,
faithful confessor of the living Christ, Pray for us. St. Louis, kingly bearer of
humiliations, Pray for us. St. Louis, staunch defender of the glorified Christ, Pray for us.
St. Louis, true martyr of the flesh by mortification, Pray for us. St. Louis, detester of
worldly pride and honor, Pray for us. St. Louis, savior of souls, Pray for us. St. Louis,
ardent lover of God, Pray for us. St. Louis, kind friend of enemies, Pray for us. St. Louis,
rapt in prayer to God, Pray for us. St. Louis, hope of sinners, Pray for us. St. Louis, giver
of gifts, Pray for us. St. Louis, founder of charitable institutions for the afflicted, Pray for
us. St. Louis, generous giver of alms, Pray for us. St. Louis, lavish dispenser of riches,
Pray for us. St. Louis, guard of the holy places of pilgrimage, Pray for us. St. Louis,
detester of immoderate people, Pray for us. St. Louis, protector of widows and orphans,
Pray for us. St. Louis, defender of the sepulcher of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Pray for us. St.
Louis, victor over the Saracens, Pray for us. St. Louis, protector of those in pagan slavery,
Pray for us. St. Louis, converter of unbelievers to the Christian faith, Pray for us. St.
Louis, visitor of hospitals and dispenser of favors to the infirm, Pray for us. St. Louis,
healer of the sick, Pray for us. St. Louis, intercessor and patron of the Secular Order, Pray
for us. St. Louis, from whom those who flee to thee obtain the infallible help of God, Pray
for us. St. Louis, at whose request divers diseases are miraculously cured, Pray for us.
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Encouragement from Gene Nagy, ofs, vice-minister

On the feast of St. Clare, August
) 11, 2012, I encourage all members to help us celebrate this great day
by congregating in the vestibule of The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi Church, 11401
Leesville Rd., Raleigh, NC. We are meeting at 5:10 pm in order to sit together and show our devotion to
St. Clare. Mass begins at 5:30 pm.
In addition keep open the following dates:
September 7, 2012: Our fraternity gathering will be a “Tea Party” hosted by Susie Nelson at her home
310 Beechtree Drive, Cary, NC 27513. Spouses and friends are invited. This is a great way for fellowship
and to get to know one another better.
November 17-18, 2012: We are scheduled for a pastoral and fraternal visitation by the Region. The
purpose of the visit is to foster communion with the Church and with the Franciscan Family through
witness and sharing of the Four Pillars of the Brothers and Sisters Region (Spirituality, Fraternity,
Formation, Apostolates), to cooperate in initial and on-going formation of Secular Franciscans and to
express the fraternal affection of the Region towards our fraternity.
December 8, 2012: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm. We are having our Fraternity Retreat at Avila Retreat Center,
711 Mason Road, Durham, NC 27712. The Avila Retreat Center exists to provide a relished experience,
centuries old, of withdrawing to a quiet place to gain new insights into life and living. It is intended to
deepen our awareness of God through scripture, prayer, reflection and spiritual companionship. What a
wonderful way to celebrate the Immaculate Conception. For driving directions go to: http://avilaretreat-center.com/?page_id=691.

Prayer for Environmental Needs
As evidenced by conditions in Montana, South Dakota, Wyoming, Nebraska, Colorado,
Oklahoma, West Texas and South Texas, and New Mexico and ever-increasing areas throughout the
country, drought has reached critical status. Cattle are being auctioned off, crops have burned up,
wildfires are raging and drinking water is becoming a concern. Please join in praying.
Dear Heavenly Father, You said whatsoever any two or more of your followers come
together and agree and ask in Your Son's name, it shall be given. We come to you, humbly, and
ask that you bring down the rain to our parched lands. Our farmers and ranchers need it
desperately, as well as our firefighters. We ask this all in Jesus' name. Amen.
Prayer to our Franciscan Guardian Angel
Guardian Angel, watch over our Franciscan family. Guard over us with every care. Make us
fruitful in our labors to help the poor. Dry our tears when we weep; sanctify our joys; raise our
courage if we weaken; restore our hope if we lose heart; restore our health if we be ill; show us the
truth if we err; give us repentance if we fail. Help us to forgive those whom we think trespass
against us. Lead all Franciscans to keep Jesus foremost in their hearts as St. Francis did. Dear
Angel, we thank you for your guidance.

