
Padre Pio Fraternity
Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis Region 

Secular Franciscan Order 

We are on the web at: http://ofscentralnc.org

The Transitus of St. Francis 
(a Franciscan  devotion to 

ritually remember the 
passing of Saint Francis 
from this life into God.)

will be celebrated at The Main 
Church of The 

Community of St. Francis 
11401 Leesville Rd, Raleigh, 

NC 27613
October 3rd 2016 at 7:00 PM. 

All are invited to come and 
participate; bring your 

family and friends. 
Reception afterwards in 

the Founders Room

     Nine persons participated in 
the life and miracles of  the 
patron for whom our fraternity 
was named. Thanks to Dianne 
Greet, OFS, Marie Roccoforte, 
OFS, Chris Peffley, OFS, Joe 
Travers, OFS, Ralph Benedetto, 
OFS, and Marge Zombec, 
OFS. Also to Sharon Winzler, 
OFS and MIchael Hancock 
who helped set up a video that 
was blocked because you - tube 
is not allowed in most schools.  

   We are most fortunate to have 
a Capuchin Friar, mystic, and 
stigmatic for our patron. St. 
Padre Pio is considered one of  
the most outstanding saint of  
the 20th century, He saved lives, 
converted many, and brought 
new priests into the Order.  He 
always had his rosary in his 
hand, even when he slept. 

   May he watch one, guide and 
protect all of  us on our journey. 

z September Gathering z 
A Celebration Of Padre Pio;

“ T H E  R O S A R Y  I S  T H E  ' W E A P O N '  F O R  T H E S E  T I M E S .”  - S T.  P A D R E  P I O.  
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October is the month of the 
Rosary.

Next meeting is October 23 - 
Come and See!

Ceremony of  Sponsorship for Lee 
Cunnigham. OFS and Mike Oeser.

"Humility and purity are the 
wings which carry us to God 
and make us almost divine.” 
~ St. Pio

http://ofscentralnc.org
http://ofscentralnc.org


Stan &Chris,                      Theresa,                                 Chris and Joanne       Dianne & Lee

Ceremony of Sponsorship - Lee Cunningham, OFS, a Candidate is being sponsored by 
Dianne Greet, OFS and Mike Oeser, an Affiliate is being sponsored by Frank Peluso OFS.

Ceremony of Admission - We congratulate Theresa Flynn, OFS and Chris Peffley, OFS 
who were admitted into the Secular Franciscan Order on September 23rd. They are welcome additions 
to candidate formation. The candidates now number eight.  
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You are Invited to Come and See How Secular Franciscans

Live JoyfullyIn The World and Celebrate God’s Creation
Sponsored by:

The Padre Pio Fraternity
Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis Region

At The Catholic Community of St. Francis of Assisi
In the Founder’s Room 

October 23, 2016
1 - 3 PM

Pope Francis returned to the Italian town of Assisi on September 20th. 
   His repeat visit to the birthplace of St. Francis took place on the 30th anniversary of the World 
Day of Prayer for Peace, an annual event promoted by the St. Egidio Community. It was started on 
October 27th, 1986 by St. John Paul II for men and women of different religions and cultures,  to 
unite in the hope that the "Spirit of Assisi" could bring peace in a world wounded by violence and 
war.  They met for 3 days, to talk and pray. (The Holy Father also made a private pilgrimage to Assisi 
on the 4th of August to visit the Porziuncola Chapel, marking the 800th anniversary of the "Pardon of 
Assisi.”)

Bring a friend Bring a friend

NATIONAL ROSARY RALLY - WASHINGTON DC  -  “I wholeheartedly endorse the Novena for Our 
Nation and the Rosary Rally on October 7, the 445th anniversary of the Battle of Lepanto.  I urge as many as 
are able to participate in these great spiritual works for the sake of our entire nation.”  ~ Cardinal Raymond 
Burke
“This 54-Day Novena for Our Nation and National Rosary Rally comes at a critical and most serious time of 
crisis in our country.  I cannot think of a more powerful response on the part of Catholics than to pray, fast and 

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/08/04/pope_francis_makes_pilgrimage_to_town_of_assisi/1249268
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2016/08/04/pope_francis_makes_pilgrimage_to_town_of_assisi/1249268


Apostolates

For CPO or Library
E-mail Maureen Copan, OFS

For Hospitality E-mail
Marie Roccoforte, OFS

For JPIC & Oak City Outreach,
E-mail Ellen Ferrone, OFS

Oak City 89/2416

For Prayer Requests
E-mail Laurie Wilburn, OFS

For the Scrapbook
E-mail Laurie Wilburn, OFS

For Sunshine
Call Marge Zombek, OFS

For the Newsletter
E-mail Frank Peluso, OFS

For the Website
E-mail Michael Hancock, OFS

Council Members

Spiritual Assistant:
David McBriar, OFM

Lay Minister:
W. Stanley Driscoll , OFS

Vice Minister:
Frank Peluso. OFS

Formation Director:
Sharon Winzeler, OFS

Appointed Treasurer:
Louis Coker, OFS,

Secretary:
Maureen Copan. OFS

Councilor:
Suzanne Nelson, OFS

BSSF Region
Minister:
DorothyAnn Rowland,
OFS
Area 3 Councilors :
Bob Pearson, OFS

Carolyn Peruzzi, OFS
Overview for October 2016

The month of October is dedicated to 
the Holy Rosary. The Memorial of Our 
Lady  of  the  Rosary  is  celebrated  on 
October  7.  October  falls  during  the 
liturgical  season  known  as  Ordinary 
Time,  which  is  represented  by  the 
liturgical color green.

The Holy Father's Intentions for the 
Month of October 2016

Universal: Journalists
That  journalists,  in  carrying out  their 
work,  may  always  be  motivated  by 
respect for truth and a strong sense of 
ethics.

Evangelization: World Mission Day
That  World  Mission  Day  may  renew 
within  all  Christian  communities  the 
joy of the Gospel and the responsibility 
to announce it.

(See also ]www.apostleshipofprayer.net)

Happy Birthday 
to

 Father David McBriar, 
OFM

Our Spiritual Assistant
October 18th 

and
Mary Connor, OSC

October 2
our prayer companion,

Traveler’s Rest, SC

Congratulations
to

Ida Irwin, OFS 

for 
her 61 years

of
Profession

October 9, 1955

Happy Anniversary

“When we fail to acknowledge as part of reality the worth of a poor person, a human embryo, a 
person with disabilities – to offer just a few examples – it becomes difficult to hear the cry of 
nature itself; everything is connected.” (Paragraph 117) Ladauto Si’
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https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/seasons/Ordinary_Time/
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/seasons/Ordinary_Time/
http://www.apostleshipofprayer.net/ap/PapalIntentions-en.aspx
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/seasons/Ordinary_Time/
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/seasons/Ordinary_Time/
http://www.apostleshipofprayer.net/ap/PapalIntentions-en.aspx


What in the World Are We Doing?   
In a survey of our members, 18 responded out of  17 professed, 8 candidates and 1 affiliate. As you can 
see the activity is impressive and wide-ranging. We have a cantor, 2 caregivers, 3 that belong to church 
choirs and one a choir director. 8 are EM’s and 5 are EM’s for shut ins.  3 are lectors for Mass. Some 
give their service to funeral receptions, minister at senior center complex, priest dinners, and church 
receptions.  One  helps  with  “We  Care”  a  ministry  that  assists  the  needy  with  food,  furniture  and 
Christmas gifts. 3 volunteer at the CPO and 9 at the Oak City Outreach Center.   Another serves as an 
adovcate for abusted  and neglected children in Wake County, another on the Justice and Peace Advisory 
Council and one on the Justice and Peace Committee.  Others belong to the Stephen Ministry, Support 
Circle, Hispanic Ministry, and on the Board for " Life Care Pregnancy Center."  Another is a Respect 
life Representative of her parish . Two help out at RCIA and one is a BOW leader. 5 belong to the 
Knights of Columbus and one is a Lecturer for them. One teaches “ Safe Environment’  classes, while 
another is a workshop coordinator and retreat facilitator. A couple attend gospel study and one is taking 
classes to be certified as a catechist. So the talent and service  is extended to our various parishes. May 
God bless all of you to continue with  the work of Christ.  St. Francis tells us to “Remember that when 
you leave this earth, you can take with you nothing that have received--only what you have given.”  
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Happy  Birthday  to  Sister  Mary  Ann 
Baichan, FHM on October 10th.  
      Sister  Mary Ann was born at  Grant  Golden Star  in 
Pomeroon,  British  Guinea  before  her  country  became 
independent  in  1966.   She  spent  her  early  adult  years 
teaching and serving as a Catechist and Legion of Mary. She 
migrated  to  New York  in  1987 and  joined  the  Padre  Pio 
Fraternity in Blessed Virgin Mary Parish on Parson's Blvd. 
in Queens, NY. She left Queens in 2000, went to Orlando, 
Florida and worked in Elementary Education as well as a 
Catechist for seven years. In 2007, Sister Mary Ann worked 
as Resource Room TA for K-8 in NJ for one year and then, 
moved  to  Cary,  NC.  in  2008.   She  worked  in  Special 
Education for five years. During her time in Cary, she was 
overjoyed  one  Sunday  when  she  heard  the  Padre  Pio 
Fraternity in Raleigh was re-emerging.  
       In 2013, Our Lord called and Sister Mary Ann began 
searching  for  a  Franciscan  Religious  Order  that  would 
accept a Candidate beyond the age of 45 years. She visited 
the  Franciscan  Handmaids  of  the  Most  Sacred  Heart  of 
Mary in NY and was accepted as a Candidate.  She moved 
shortly  afterwards  and began formation.  Sister  Mary  Ann 
says, “In 2013, Our Lord called and I accepted. I will follow 
Our Lord wherever he leads me now, and in the future.”  Her 
First  Profession  will  take  place  on  October  10.  Cardinal 
Timothy M. Dolan, Archbishop of NY is officiating.

The Franciscan Handmaids of the Most 
Pure Heart of Mary (FHM)

November 19, 2016, 9:00 - 4:00: Annual Fraternity 
Retreat at St. Francis of Assisi Raleigh, NC Fr. Steve 
Kluge,  OFM  will  be  our  facilitator.  Topic: 
Unwrapping the Gift:  How Sts.  Francis,  Clare and 
Bonaventure Help Us to See Christ Alive in Us. 

October 2, 2016. 3 PM: EWTN-TV
Bishop Robert J. Baker, S.T.D.
Rosary for Life and Vocations

Saturdays  in  October 2  PM @ Frank’s  home  to 
recite the scriptural Franciscan Crown Rosary. All are 
welcome.

 i 
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10 great quotes from the book New Seeds of Contemplation by Thomas Merton
by Mark Votava

1. The man who lives in division
“The man who lives in division is living in death.  He cannot find himself because he is lost; he has 

ceased to be a reality…”
2. The only One who can teach me

“The only One who can teach me to find God is God…”
3. To escape from the prison of our own false self

“The only true joy on earth is to escape from the prison of our own false self, and enter by love into 
union with the Life Who dwells and sings within the essence of every creature and in the core of our own 
souls…”
4. Not a philosopher’s abstraction
“ The living God, the God Who is God and not a philosopher’s abstraction, lies infinitely beyond the 
reach of anything our eyes can see or our minds can understand…”
5. A memory that is not alive to the present

“Memory is corrupted and ruined by a ‘crowd of memories.’  If I am going to have a true memory, 
there are a thousand things that must be forgotten.  Memory is not fully itself when it reaches only into the 
past.  A memory that is not alive to the present does not ‘remember’ the here and now, does not ‘remember’ 
its true identity, is not memory at all.  He who remembers nothing but facts and past events, and is never 
brought back into the present, is a victim of amnesia.”
6. We do not go into the desert to escape people

“We do not go into the desert to escape people but to learn how to find them; we do not leave them in 
order to have nothing more to do with them, but to find out the way to do them good…”
7. Love is the reason for my existence

“To say that I am made in the image of God is to say that love is the reason for my existence, for God 
is love.”
8. You will only isolate yourself

“But the only justification for a life of deliberate solitude is the conviction that it will help you to love 
not only God but also other men.  If you go into the dessert merely to get away from the people you dislike, 
you will find neither peace nor solitude; you will only isolate yourself…”
9. My false and private self

“My false and private self is the one who wants to exist outside the reach of God’s will and God’s love 
– outside of reality and outside of life.  And such a self cannot help but be an illusion.”
10. The good soil of freedom, spontaneity and love

“Every moment and every event of every man’s life on earth plants something in his soul.  For just as 
the wind carries thousands of winged seeds, so each moment brings with it germs of spiritual vitality that 
come to rest imperceptibly in the minds and wills of men.  Most of these unnumbered seeds perish and are 
lost, because men are not prepared to receive them: for such seeds as these cannot spring up anywhere except 
in the good soil of freedom, spontaneity and love.”

Which quote  Above do you resonate with the most?

“Love is the will to extend one's self for the purpose of nurturing one's own or another's spiritual growth... 
Love is as love does. Love is an act of will -- namely, both an intention and an action. Will also implies 
choice. We do not have to love. We choose to love.” ― M. Scott Peck. The Road Less Traveled

“There is no worse bitterness than to reach the end of your life and realized you have not lived.” ― M. Scott 
Peck. The Road Less Traveled

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3061.M_Scott_Peck
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3061.M_Scott_Peck
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3061.M_Scott_Peck
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3061.M_Scott_Peck
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3061.M_Scott_Peck
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3061.M_Scott_Peck
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Franciscan Saints and Blessed's for OCTOBER 

3 St. John of Dukla, priest, I Ord. 

4 Our Holy Father Francis, Deacon, Founder of the Franciscan Orders      
     The First Order or the "Order of Friars Minor" are commonly called the "Franciscans".  This Order is a mendicant religious order of men, 
who trace their origin to Francis of Assisi. Their official Latin name is the Ordo Fratrum Minorum.  St. Francis thus referred to his followers as 
"Fraticelli", meaning "Lesser Brothers". Franciscan brothers are informally called friars.
The modern organization of the Friars Minor comprises three separate families or groups, each has its own minister general. Their Rule of Life was 
composed by St. Francis over 800 years ago and approved by the Lord Pope.]
      The Second Order, the Order of St. Clare, most commonly called the Poor Clares in English-speaking countries, abbr. O.S.C., consists of 
religious nuns. Prior to 1263, this order was referred to as the Poor Ladies, the Poor Enclosed Nuns, and the Order of San Damiano.[6]

      The Third Orders are separated into two main branches:
• The Secular Franciscan Order, originally known as the Brothers and Sisters of Penance or the Third Order of Penance, abbr. O.F.S., 

whose members live the ideals of the movement in their daily lives outside of religious communities.
• The Third Order Regular, comprised of priests, brothers, deacons and religious sisters live in communities under the traditional religious 

vows according to their Rule of Life. 

6 St. Mary Frances of the Five Wounds, Virgin, III Ord. At age 16, her father arranged for her to marry a wealthy neighbor. When she refused, 
because she wanted to join the Third Order of St. Francis, her father beat her almost to death. Eventually, a local priest convinced Gallo to give 
in to his daughter's wishes.  In 1731, Anna Maria took the name Mary Frances of the Five Wounds, in honor of her devotion to Christ's sufferings 
and to the Virgin Mother.  Mary Frances soon became known for her generous work with the sick and poor, spending most of her time in prayerful 
solitude, while she kept house for a local priest. Mary Frances is said to have received the stigmata, recreations of Christ's wounds. On Fridays 
during Lent, while making the Stations of the Cross, she experienced the same pains that Christ endured on his way to Calvary. Several times while 
receiving Communion, the host transported into Mary Frances' mouth without touching the hands of a priest. One priest witnessed a similar miracle 
with the Communion wine. She also had a vision of Christ once and heard Him say, "This night you shall be my bride.”

10 St. Daniel, priest, and companions, martyrs [Angelus, Samuel, Donulus, Leo, Hugolinus and Nicholas], I Ord. 
Egidio11 Bl. John XIII, pope, III Ord. (.pdf) 
12 St. Seraphin of Montegranaro, religious, I Ord. 
13 Bl. Honorat Kozminski, priest, I Ord., founder 

16 Blessed Mary Angela, (Foundress of the Felicians) baptized as Sophia Camille, was born in Kalisz, Poland on May 16, 1825. Her parents, 
Joseph and Josephine Truszkowski, from noble families of the landed gentry, were well educated, devout Catholics and loyal patriots. Mother 
Angela was not only a deeply spiritual woman but a truly enlightened woman of her day. Her community, unique to the then traditional 
religious life in Poland, was innovative in pioneering nontraditional leadership roles for women and service-oriented roles to meet the needs 
of  the  times.  However,  she  integrated these  nontraditional  roles  with  the  existing forms of  religious  life,  thereby uniting ministry  and 
contemplation within the framework of her own charism.

20 Bl. James of Strepar, bishop, I Ord. 
20 Bl. Contardo Ferrini, III Ord.  In 1886 Blessed Contardo Ferrini joined the Third Order of St Francis, and for the rest of his life he 
faithfully observed its rule. he taught Roman-Byzantine law, a field in which he achieved international fame."Our life," he said, "must reach 
out towards the Infinite, and from that source we must draw whatever we can expect of merit and dignity."
21 Bl. Josephine Leroux, virgin, martyr, II Ord. 
22 St. Peter of Alcantara, priest, I Ord.  * Outside of the U.S., he is celebrated on October 19 
22 Blessed John Paul II - on Roman Calendar 
23 St. John of Capestrano, priest, I Ord. 
25 Saint Antonio de Santa Ana (Frei Galvao) 
26 Bl. Maria Jesus Ferragut, virgin, and companions, martyrs of Valencia [Maria Veronica Masiá, Maria Felicity Masiá Ferragut, Isabel 
Claduch Rovira, Milagros Ortells Gimeno], II Ord.
26 Bl. Bonaventure of Potenza, priest, I Ord. 
31 Bl. Angelo of Acri, priest, I Ord. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mendicant_order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rule_of_St._Francis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rule_of_St._Francis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secular_Franciscan_Order
http://www.catholic.org/bookstore/?category=19
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9445
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6477
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12437
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12437
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3316
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mendicant_order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rule_of_St._Francis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rule_of_St._Francis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secular_Franciscan_Order
http://www.catholic.org/bookstore/?category=19
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9445
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6477
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12437
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12437
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3316

