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August 3–5, 2012 – Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis Region, Annual
Regional Gathering at Ridgecrest, NC.
“Celebrating Family – remembering St. Clare:
a Clear Light for the Franciscan Family”

To the left is Stan Driscoll’s
photo of the Padre Pio Fraternity
display at the ARG. The new banner is
magnificent and we owe our gratitude
to: Maria Muratore, Sharon Winzeler,
Stan Driscoll OFS and Stan's wife,
Jonetta Beresford for design ideas. The
artist was Tanya Philipps It was sewn
by Jonetta Beresford. Tau Cross was
handmade by Stan Driscoll, OFS.
Marguerite Zombek, OFS
labeled the pictures in the album which
was displayed on our table. Padre Pio’s
efficacious novena cards were there for
distribution. As you can see the display
was quite outstanding.

Padre Pio Council
Members:
Rev Douglas P.
Reed, Spiritual Asst.
Joanne Jacovec,
OFS, Minister
Eugene Nagy, OFS
Vice-Minister
Marguerite Zombek,
OFS Treasurer
Michael Evaniuck,
OFS Secretary

"The life of a Christian
is nothing but a
perpetual struggle
against self; there is no
flowering of the soul
to the beauty of its
perfection except at
the price of pain." ~
St. Padre Pio
~ Come join us ~
The gatherings
Are usually held
In Trinity Center
Top floor 4th Sunday
@1:30 pm
(Subject to change.)
@ St Michael
Catholic Church, 804
High House Road,
Cary, NC

Presentations – Annual Regional Gathering at Ridgecrest, NC.
Chaired by Jerry Rousseau, OFS, BSSF region
1. Fr. Linus DeSantis, OFM Conv, Regional Spiritual Assistant:
“St. Clare – a light for the Friars Minor”
2. Bret Thoman, OFS - “In the footsteps of Francis and Clare”
3. Sr. Bernadette Marie Cappola, OSC:
“St. Clare – A light for the modern day Poor Clares”
4. Fr. Linus DeSantis, OFM Conv:
Elements of Ecclesiology & Theology of the Laity- “FUN” Manual
5. Memorial for Deceased Members of Region - organized by the St. Michael
the Archangel fraternity
6. National Visitors - Fr Steve Gross, OFM Conv. and Tom Bello. OFS, Nafra
Minister: “St. Clare – a light for Secular Franciscans”
7. A Chapel was open for Eucharistic Adoration 9:45 AM Sat until 9:45 AM
Sun.
8. Fraternity expositions were displayed by fraternities present (see above).
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An invitation of the Lord
Padre Pio da Pietrelcina received the stigmata from the crucified Christ, who in an
apparition invited the Capuchin friar to unite himself to his passion so as to participate in the
salvation of others, particularly consecrated persons: This is what we can know with certainty
thanks to the recent opening -- at the request of Benedict XVI -- of the archives of the former
Holy Office up to 1939, which contain information on revelations to Padre Pio that were not
previously published.
These revelations have been released in a book titled "Padre Pio Sotto Inchiesta:
l''Autobiografia Segreta'" ("Padre Pio Under Investigation: The 'Secret Autobiography'"). The
volume is prefaced by Vittorio Messori and edited by Father Franceso Castelli, historian for
the beatification cause of Pope John Paul II and professor of modern and contemporary
history of the Church at the Romano Guardini Institute for Religious Sciences in Taranto,
Italy………
It was June 15, 1921, and in answer to a question posed by Bishop Rossi, Padre Pio
said: "On Sept. 20, 1918, I was in the choir of the church after celebrating Mass, making the
thanksgiving when I was suddenly overtaken by powerful trembling and then there came calm
and I saw Our Lord in his crucified form.
"He was lamenting the ingratitude of men, especially those consecrated to him and
favored by him."
Then," Padre Pio continued, "his suffering was apparent as was his desire to join souls
to his Passion. He invited me to let his pains enter into me and to meditate on them and at the
same time concern myself with the salvation of others. Following this, I felt full of
compassion for the Lord's pains and I asked him what I could do.
"I heard this voice: 'I will unite you with my Passion.' And after this the vision
disappeared, I came back to myself, my reason returned and I saw these signs here from which
blood flowed. Before this I did not have these."
Padre Pio then said that the stigmata were not the result of a personal request of his own
but came from an invitation of the Lord, who, lamenting the ingratitude of men, and
consecrated persons in particular, conferred on Padre Pio a mission as the culmination of an
interior mystical journey of preparation.
Source: Report of a Vatican Investigator ~ By Mirko Testa

Happy and Holy St. Pio Feast Day – September 23 rd.

Padre Pio Reactivating Fraternity – ARG Pictures
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Father Steve Gross, OFM Conv.
National Spiritual Assistant

Fr. Linus DeSantis, OFM Conv.

Sr. Bernadette Marie, OSCÍ

Jerry Rousseau, OFS

Deacon Tom Bello, OFS
NAFRA Minister

Remembering our deceased

From left to right: Jonetta Beresford, Stan Driscoll, OFS, Frank Peluso, OFS, Bea Sanford, Maureen
Copan, Joanne Jacovec, OFS, Mike Evaniuck, OFS, Ailen Evaniuck, Suzie Nelson. These were our
representatives. Photos by Mike and Ailen Evaniuck.
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Dates to Remember
September 7, 2012 –
Tea Party at Suzie
Nelson’s home starting
at 7:00 p.m.
October 3, 2012 Transitus of St. Francis
(6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.)
Trinity Center MultiPurpose Room
November 17 – 18,
2012 – Regional
Visitation for Padre Pio
Fraternity
December 8, 2012 –
(10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.)
– Fraternity Retreat at
Avila Retreat Center,
Durham, NC
“The deeds you do may
be the only sermon
some persons will hear
today”
- St. Francis of Assisi

Editor:
Frank Peluso, OFS

What our attendees brought home with them.
Beatrice Sanford: With regard to what impressed me most about the
ARG is the presentation by Fr. Stephen Gross, OFM Conv. about St.
Clare. His leadership tips helped me focus the opportunities to help the
Padre Pio Fraternity grow and thrive. I can also see how they are
applicable to me in my job. What I am discovering about the Secular
Franciscans is the ability to have an alignment of spiritual and secular
values. I experienced a sense of peace from the moment I came into
communion with the BSSF Region sisters and brothers.
Maureen Copan: There were two things that Father Linus DeSantis,
OFM Conv. said that struck me. We are conduits of grace and cocreators with God as He renews the face of the earth. We just have to
believe this. He needs us to help do His work on earth.
Stan Driscoll: The part of the ARG, which meant the most to me was Fr
Steve Gross’s talk on Sunday morning, where he clearly called upon all
Secular Franciscans to rise up and accept who are “A Franciscan
religious order that needs not to seek approval from the Friars or the
Poor Clares. We have our own saints, and we must follow our own
leadership, after the Holy See.” To me it was our marching orders to
seek ways of standing on our own two feet.
Frank Peluso: Sr. Bernadette Marie, osc begged us not to leave
everything to the minister and formation director, we are all responsible.
Also, humor and joy penetrated all of the presentations - truly
Franciscan.
Reflection and Words of Encouragement from our minister, Joanne
Jacovec OFS:

9/8
Michael (Mike)
Evaniuck, OFS
9/14
Stan Driscoll

I love you this much!

The ARG this year was especially meaningful for me as we celebrated
the 800th anniversary of St. Clare leaving her privileged life to follow St.
Francis. From the time I first began Secular Franciscan formation fifteen
years ago, St. Clare has been my spiritual companion and role model. I
am inspired by her unwavering commitment to keep the Franciscan
tradition alive, especially after St. Francis died. Her authentic dedication
to the way of life she envisioned for herself and her sisters never faltered
despite numerous obstacles and chronic illness. St. Clare's Rule of Life,
approved just days before she died, was the first rule written expressly
for women. St. Clare embodied the Franciscan charisms mentioned at
the ARG as priorities for each of us: spirituality rooted in prayer,
poverty and humility, vitality of fraternal life, ongoing formation and
daily conversion, and authentic dedication to our Secular Franciscan
vocation and Rule.
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Words of Encouragement continued

I encourage you to read and reflect on biographies about St. Clare and other formation
books and resources mentioned in the FUN Manual. As Secular Franciscans, we share a
unique vocation that is a gift and grace freely given to us by God. May St. Clare inspire
us to follow in the footsteps of St. Francis and be our guiding light to life-long communion
with our loving Triune God...and with each other!
As Sister Ilia Delio OSF wrote in a poem about St. Clare:
She shines on us now
Enlightens our hearts
And shows us the way
To be light
To join with her
In light
For the life of the world.
Overview For September
The month of September is dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows, whose memorial the
Church celebrates on September 15. September falls during the liturgical season known as
Ordinary Time, which is represented by the liturgical color green.
The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of September 2012
General: That politicians may always act with honesty, integrity, and love for the truth.
Can we all say “Amen” to this?
Missionary: That Christian communities may have a growing willingness to send
missionaries, priests, and lay people, along with concrete resources, to the poorest
Churches.
(See also www.apostleshipofprayer.net)
Of Human Interest
At the ARG, Fr. Steve Gross, OFM told us that Wanda Antonelli who was born on July 29, 1930
and passed away on Thursday, November 12, 2009, and was a resident of Castro Valley, California. She
left a large sum of money to NAFRA that was used as scholarships for the Quinquenial Congress. Pray
for her. If anyone knows who she was, let NAFRA know. It’s been a mystery.

Franciscan Saints for September
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1
2

St. Beatrice of Silva, virgin, II Ord., founder
Bls. Apollinaris of Posat, John Francis Burté, Severin Girault, priests, and companions, martyrs, I
and III Ord.
3 Bl. Claudio Granzotto, religious, I Ord.
4 St. Rose of Viterbo, virgin, III Ord.
17 Stigmata of our Holy Father Francis
18 St. Joseph of Cupertino, priest, I Ord.
19 St. Francis Mary of Camporossa, religious, I Ord.
22 St. Ignatius of Santhia, priest, I Ord.
23 St. Pio of Pietrelcina, priest, I Ord. See p 2
24 St. Pacifico of San Severino, priest, I Ord.
25 Finding of the Body of St. Clare
26 Bl. Aurelio of Vinalesa, priest, and companions, martyrs of Valencia [Ambrose of Benaguacil,
Pedro of Benisa, Joachim of Albocácer, Modesto of Albocácer, Germaine of Cargagente, Bonaventure
of Puzol, Santiago of Rafelbunol, Henry of Almazora, Fidel of Puzol, Berard Lugar Nuevo de Fenollet,
Pacifico of Valencia], I Ord. St. Elzear of Sabran and Bl. Delphina of Glandenes, husband & wife, III
Ord.
28 Bl. Innocent of Berzo, priest, I Ord.

Pope John Paul II recited this prayer on the occasion of
The canonization of Padre Pio, on June 16, 2002
Teach us, we pray, humility of heart,
so that we may be counted
among the little ones of the Gospel
to whom the Father promised to reveal
the mysteries of His Kingdom.
Help us to pray without ceasing, _certain that God knows what we need _even before we ask Him.
Obtain for us the eyes of faith that will help us recognize _in the poor and suffering, the very face
of Jesus.
Sustain us in the hour of trouble and trial and, if we fall, _let us experience the joy of the sacrament
of forgiveness. _Grant us your tender devotion to Mary, mother of Jesus and our Mother.
Accompany us on our earthly pilgrimage
toward the blessed Homeland,
where we too, hope to arrive to contemplate forever
the Glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen

