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Appointed Council
Members:
Spiritual Asst.:
Rev. Douglas
P. Reed ,
Stan Driscoll
Lay Minister:
Joanne Jacovec OFS
Vice Minister:
Marguerite Zombek OFS
Formation:
Michael Evaniuck OFS
Treasurer:
Stanley Driscoll OFS
Secretary:
Frank Peluso OFS

The Padre Pio Fraternity
Sponsored by the brother and Sisters of St. Francis Region

Annual Regional Gathering
Ridgecrest, N.C.
August 1-3, 2014
Pictured to the right is Stan Driscoll
OFS who was our standard bearer
for the parade of banners.

BSSF Region:
Minister,
Jerry Rousseau OFS,
Area 3 Councilors:
Frank Massey OFS,
and
Marie Stephan OFS

I love you this
much!
Our gatherings
are usually held
in Trinity
Center
top floor on the
4th
Sunday of the
month from
1:45 to 3:45
pm
(Subject to
change.)
@ St Michael
Catholic
Church,
804 High
House Road,
Cary, NC

ARG Attendees from our fraternity: (Left to right): Sharon Winzeler
OFS, Maureen Copan OFS, Joanne Jacovec OFS, Albert Haase OFM,
Bernie Dawson, Frank Peluso OFS, Stan Driscoll OFS
Father Albert Haase, OFM other items in the store set up by St.
pictured above wowed the audience Francis Springs Prayer Center.
with four dynamic presentations:
Our tasty meals included regular
1)“The True Self: Becoming the and vegetarian entrees. Our rooms
Person God calls Us to Be.”
were as comfortable as any five star
2)“The Agenda of the False Self: hotel. During the evening socials,
Getting Caught in the Trap.” breaks between presentations and
3)“Growth towards Freedom: Breaking meals in the dining hall, we chatted
the Stronghold of the False Self.” with our Secular Franciscan brothers
4)“The Sacrament of the Present and sisters from Alabama, Georgia,
Moment.”
North Carolina, South Carolina, and
We joined 300 Franciscans for Tennessee. We also celebrated the
daily Mass, Morning and Evening establishment of new fraternities, our
Prayer, and Perpetual Adoration in the newly professed members, and the
Eucharistic Chapel. We enjoyed milestone anniversaries of profession.
viewing the numerous displays of
A beautiful memorial ceremony for
fraternities’ albums, newsletters and deceased members in our Region from
mementos. We purchased books and this past year was very moving.
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Campaign Nonviolence: Be
the Merciful Presence of God

JPIC
In Father Albert
Haase, OFM’s presentation
on the true self, he
exclaimed:
“A passion for peace and
justice is a part of our true
self – it is not optional. As
Franciscans we need to be
more active. Up until now,
we have done nothing.”
Jesus’ mission
statement is found in Luke
4:16-21, “When he came to
Nazareth, where he had
been brought up, he went to
the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, as was his
custom. He stood up to
read, and the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was given to
him. He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where
it was written: ‘The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed
me to bring good news to
the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, to
proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor.’ And he
rolled up the scroll, gave it
back to the attendant, and
sat down. The eyes of all in
the synagogue were fixed
on him.
Then he said to
them, “Today this scripture
has been fulfilled in your
hearing.”
So we can see
JPIC was foremost in
Jesus’ Mission on earth.
As Jesus was a
merciful presence, so must
we.

Carolyn D. Townes, O.F.S.,
National JPIC Animatrix
This year, our National Fraternity has
chosen the theme “Be the merciful presence
of God.” In his Sermon on the Mount, our
Lord Jesus exhorted that those who are
merciful are blessed and highly favored. He
went on to say that the merciful will also be
shown mercy. Mercy begets mercy; just as
love begets love. But the task is the same for
fear and violence. It too begets more of the
same.
Each one of us has the capacity to create a
culture of violence or a realm of peace. It is
merely a decision away. Peace is not the
absence of war or conflict. Peace is a way of
being in the midst of war and conflict. We
must exact justice when an injustice happens.
We are not called to fight fire with fire,
because that only causes a bigger fire! We
must quench fire with water, just as we must
quench violence with the loving hand of
compassion and mercy.
Being a merciful presence means we
are to mindfully BE peace and mindfully DO
love. As Franciscans, we are called to “go
from gospel to life and life to gospel” (OFS
Rule, Art. 4), as witnesses and instruments of
the Church’s mission, proclaiming Christ by
our life and words (Art. 6). Our life, our
words and our deeds must radiate love and
mercy at all times — not just when it is
convenient or reciprocated. In the spirit of
the Beatitudes (Art 11), we are called to be
the merciful presence of God. When we
extend mercy, mercy will be shown to us.
Your National Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation Commission invites you
to actively participate in creating a culture of
compassion and mercy by practicing
intentional acts of nonviolence. Campaign
Nonviolence is a new movement that takes a
stand against the widespread violence and
injustice we face in our world today by
promoting and activating the power of
nonviolence in our lives, our communities
and our world.
As Franciscans, we are called to be
people of nonviolence working to transform
our world of violence into a culture where
people everywhere practice nonviolence
toward themselves, one another, and the
earth and its inhabitants. To support this
long-term goal, Campaign Nonviolence is
launching a movement integrating education,
action and networking for nonviolent change.
Please visit the Campaign Nonviolence

website (www.campaignnonviolence.org),
sign the pledge, and give your support to
creating a culture of compassion and mercy.
By practicing acts of nonviolence, we become
the merciful presence of God in the world.
Good and gracious Lord, grant me
the strength and the courage to be the
merciful presence of Your love;
Grant me the strength and the
courage To be the merciful presence of Your
light; That I may be light to those who walk
in the darkness of doubt and fear. Lord,
grant me the strength and the courage To be
the merciful presence of Your Son; That I
may bring the love, the peace and the light of
Jesus to a world in need. Dear Lord, I
humbly pray. So be it. Amen.
That I may show unfailing love to all
those I meet And overcome the darkness of
indifference.
Prayer of Merciful Presence
Grant me the strength and the
courage To be the merciful presence of Your
peace; That I may be peace to all those I
meet And overcome the darkness of violence.
Grant me the strength and the
courage To be the merciful presence of Your
light; That I may be light to those who walk
in the darkness of doubt and fear. Lord,
grant me the strength and the courage To be
the merciful presence of Your Son; That I
may bring the love, the peace and the light of
Jesus to a world in need.
Dear Lord, I humbly pray. So be it.
Amen.
((From the Tau, Spring Issue)

Happy September
Birthdays
Stan Driscoll , OFS
Marie Roccoforte
Mike Evaniuck , OFS

09/14
09/02
09/08
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Important Bits and
Pieces
Intentions of

Sunshine: Contact
Joanne Jacovec OFS if
someone is sick, in need
of prayers or has a death
in the family.
Prayer Requests:
Contact Sharon
Winzeler OFS.
Library: To obtain
books, CD’s, DVD’s
and other materials
contact Maureen Copan,
OFS.
Tri-Area Ministry:
Everyone is encouraged
to donate money for the
ministry, any amount
you are able to offer, at
our fraternity gathering.
With the reduction in
food stamps for the
unemployed and poor,
the need for donations
has significantly
increased. Nearly 200
families go to the
ministry each week.
For Important dates,
please check the
latest Gathering
Minutes

Fraternity Elections
September 28 2014 (Sunday 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.)
Marie Stephan OFS, Area 3 Councilor will preside.
Father Douglas Reed will be the Ecclesiastical Witness.
Grace and blessings to each of you! John 16:12-15 highlights the
prominence of the Spirit of God in our spiritual life: "But when he
comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth."
Our time for prayer and discernment is nearly over. I'd like to
share some reflections and insights from our BSSF Region guidelines
and other Franciscan sources about discernment and the election
process.
Nominations for our council began the end of July. We were
asked not to focus on the election process, but rather on prayer,
discernment and our personal awakening to recognize the Spirit of God
moving in our midst
Keep in mind that true discernment relies first and foremost
upon the Spirit of God to make up for what is lacking in human wisdom.
We only need to look to our beloved founder, St. Francis of Assisi, to
understand the primacy of the Spirit of God during discernment. Pace e bene, Joanne
“Every election is determined by the people who show up.” ~ Larry J.
Sabato, Pendulum Swing
We need you there. Please contact us if you need a ride.

September Devotion
September is traditionally dedicated to the Seven Sorrows (or
Dolor’s) of Mary, and the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows falls in
September. The Sorrows are: the prophecy of Simeon, the flight into
Egypt, the loss of the Holy Child at Jerusalem for three days, meeting
Jesus on his way to Calvary, standing at the foot of the Cross, Jesus
being taken from the Cross, and the burial of Christ.
Indulgences for devotion to Our Lady of Sorrows are three
hundred days each day, and the devotions may be performed in public or
private; a plenary indulgence on any day of September or 1-8 October
under the usual conditions

September Intentions of the Holy Father
• Value of Silence. That people today, often overwhelmed by
noise, may rediscover the value of silence and listen to the voice of God
and their brothers and sisters.

"Fear not because God is
with you." ~ St. Pio
Feast Day – 09/23
Mass @ St. Catherine of
Siena Catholic Church
and Dinner afterwards

• Persecuted Christians. That Christians suffering persecution in
many parts of the world may by their witness be prophets of Christ's
love.
Please pray for our persecuted Christian brothers and sisters around
the world.
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Remembering Annette Schimmel, OFS

Memorial Service

Every year, the ARG has a memorial service
to pray for those who have passed since the last
regional gathering. When I saw that my dear friend
Annette had died on November 3rd, I went to the
St. Maximilian Kolbe Fraternity, from Charlotte to
give them my sympathy. Their Minister, Tom
O'Loughlin, OFS asked if I would like to light her
candle at the Memorial service.
Annette and I were part of the group of
founders for the San Damiano Fraternity in
Summerfield, FL. It was quite an honor to light her
candle. May she rest peacefully in the arms of St.
Francis and St. Clare. ~ Frank Peluso, OFS

COME AND SEE ~ St. Francis of Assisi, not only wanted to live the gospel way of life, he wanted to
be transformed into Jesus Christ. Are you interested in learning more about the Secular Franciscan
Order, the Third Order founded by St. Francis 800 years ago? Please join us for an informative
"Come and See" open house sponsored by the Padre Pio Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan
Order on Sunday, October 26, 2014 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at St. Michael the Archangel
Catholic Church, 804 High House Road, Cary, North Carolina 27513 in the Early Childhood Trinity
Center Multi-Purpose Room (top floor). If you are able to join us, please send an email to:
secularfranciscansnc@gmail.com and include your name, email address, mailing address and
telephone number. Mark your calendar and bring a friend!

Franciscan Saints for September
01 Blessed Beatrice da Silva 1425-1490
02 Blessed John Francis Burte, Apollinaris
Morel, and Severin Girault
04 St. Rose of Viterbo 1234-1252
18 St. Joseph of Cupertino 1603-1663
20 St Francis Mary of Camporosso
23 Padre Pio da Pietrelcina 1887-1968
26 St Elzear of Sabran
26 Blessed Delphina of Glandeves

Happy Anniversary of Profession
Joanne Jacovec OFS
Marge Zombek OFS

09/23/00
09/23/75

St. Padre Pio and his Spiritual Children
"I have made a pact with the Lord: I will take my place
at the gate to paradise, but I shall not enter until I have
seen the last of my spiritual children enter."
"When the Lord entrusts a soul to me, I place it on my
shoulder and never let it go."
"I accept you as spiritual child; and don't make me lose
face."
"I see all my children who come to the altar, as if in a
mirror."
"I love my Spiritual Children as much as my own soul
and even more."
"Once I take a soul on, I also take on their entire family
as my spiritual children."
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