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Padre Pio Reactivating Fraternity
Sponsored by the Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis Region
Special Edition

Annual Regional Gathering (ARG)
Ridgecrest, North Carolina Aug. 2-4, 2013

Appointed Council
Members:
Spiritual Asst.:
Rev Douglas P. Reed
Lay Minister: Joanne Jacovec, OFS
Vice Minister: Eugene Nagy,, OFS
Formation: Michael Evaniuck, OFS
Treasurer: Marguerite Zombek,
OFS
Secretary: F. Peluso, OFS
BSSF Region:
Minister, Jerry Rousseau, OFS,
Area 3 Councilors: Frank Massey,
OFS,
and
Marie Stephens, OFS

Representatives from The Padre Pio reactivating Fraternity
Ailen and Michael Evaniuck, OFS, Frank Peluso, OFS, and Maureen Copan,OFS

The Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation

Theme of ARG 2013 ~ “Animate Peace”
Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order
Chapter Two: The Way Of Life #19
Mindful that they are bearers of peace which must be built up unceasingly,
they should seek out ways of unity and fraternal harmony through
dialogue, trusting in the presence of the divine seed in everyone and in the
transforming power of love and pardon. Messengers of perfect joy in
every circumstance, they should strive to bring joy and hope to others.
Since they are immersed in the resurrection of Christ, which gives true
meaning to Sister Death, let them serenely tend toward the ultimate
encounter with the Father.
“While you are proclaiming peace with your lips, be careful to have it
even more fully in your heart.” ~ St. Francis of Assisi
The following pages give an idea of what the week-end was like

Regional Website www.bssfsfo.org
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“...if certain thoughts agitate
you, this agitation never comes
from God, who gives tranquility,
being the Spirit of Peace, such
agitation comes from the devil.”
~ St. Padre Pio

"The gatherings
Are usually held
In Trinity Center top floor
4th Sunday @1:30 pm
(Subject to change.)
@ St Michael Catholic
Church, 804 High House
Road,
Cary, NC

Next Meeting
Aug 25th
<<Come and See>>
From 2 to 4:00 pm
BRING A FRIEND
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Friday Morning we left for Ridgecrest, NC and arrived there less than four hours later. It is
situated In the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains of western North Carolina. Ridgecrest, is a 1,300-acre
Christian conference center with very comfortable lodging in a deluxe hotel. As Maureen and I were
checking in, Ailen and Mike arrived at the same time. We were in time to attend the Liturgy of the
Hours at 5:00 pm.
	

Mike and Ailen set up our banner in the Azalea conference room. Fr. Linus DeSantis, OFM
Conv, Regional Spiritual Assistant led us in the evening prayer and urged us to read it prayerfully, and
remember that we are saying it with the church all over the world.
	

Dinner was in the dining hall at 5:30 pm. All of us agreed that we were fed well. The menu’s
included at least three choices of entree for every meal with a variety of sides. The Center is located on
the side of a mountain with many steps and inclines to traverse. A shuttle was available for those who
could not manage the mountain exercise. The weather was beautiful and comfortable mild.
	

After dinner, there was time to freshen up. The Opening session was
chaired by RegionalMinister, Jerry Rousseau, OFS who led us in the Opening
Prayer:
	

“Oh my dear God we pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Enlighten
our minds and give us the courage to serve. Help us to speak the truth to one
another in a spirit of love. Help us to openly listen to and witness to one
another, Give us humility and a spirit of good will toward one another. Teach
us the way of dialogue which is the way of love. Help us to discover what is
Jerry Rosseau, OFS
ours
to do, Not our will but thy will be done. Glory to the Father, Son, and Holy
Re-elected Regional Minister
Spirit. Amen. “ I think we can all agree this is a prayer that could be used for for all Franciscan
meetings.
	

Jerry recognized the new councils, new attendees and anniversaries. He noted that 268 including
39 commuting had signed up but all were not there yet.From our Area three 49 were attending from
Father Solanus Casey Fraternity in Morehead City,Our lady of the Blessed Sacrament Fraternity in
Burlington, St. Elizabeth of Hungary in Elizabeth City, Franciscan Family of Greensboro Fraternity, our
fraternity, St. Thomas More Fraternity of Wilmington, The Fraternity of St. Clare in Winston Salem, and
Blessed John Duns Scotis Fraternity in Garden City, SC. When attending these meeting it is a
welcoming sight to see faces that we have met at other meetings.
	

Jerry introduced the honored guests including: Deacon Tom Bello, OSF National MInister,
Father Louis Canino, OFM from St. Francis Springs Center, Sr. Bernadette Marie,Sister
OSC,Bernadette
three Spiritual
FatherMsgr.
Louis Richard Bellow, Fr. David Hyman, OFM and Fr. Robert Williams, OFM Cap, finally
Assistants:
Fr. Gerardo Vallecillo a guest from Honduras who is in the USA to study English.
	

Next was a presentation by Fr. Linus on “ A Franciscan Spirituality of Peace.” He expounded on
the way St.Francis was able to bring peace to the residents of Gubbio as well as the wolf. Francis
identified the problem on the position of both sides. The wolf who was hungry and the residents who
wanted to be free of the wolf who threatened their community. Only in the identification of the
problems on both sides was the wolf able to be tamed and fed by the people thus not threatening them by
being violent. Father noted that in conflict situations we must always be aware of the other and treat
them with sensitivity, respect and common sense dialogue. He said, “Peace is fragile because it is
subject to the human condition.” All talks from this years ARG will be on the Regional Website at
www.bssfsfo.org under Resources then annual regional gatherings. It was noted that for the issues of
peace and justice all 3 franciscan orders were present in unity to discuss the topic: Animate peace.
	

	


Editor: F. Peluso, OFS - secularfranciscansnc@gmail.com!
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Various Ceremonies and Other Events

Panel Discussion moderated by

Fr. Louis Canino, OFM, Fr.
David Hyman, OFM, Sister
Marie Bernadette, OSC, and
Carolyn Townes, OFS.
	

During the next two days,
Deacon Tom Bello, OSF
National Minister, presented the
Call for Nominations each time
using a scripture passage. What
is Jesus looking for? The deacon
used Jesus’ calling of Peter in
John 21: 16 Again Jesus said,
“Simon son of John, do you love
me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord,
you know that I love you.” Jesus
said, “Take care of my sheep.”
Are you called to take care of the
sheep?
One if the dynamic speakers
was Carolyn Townes, OFS who
providing us with the guidance
so that together we can reach
new heights. Carolyn is the JPIC
animator for our region. Her
Topic was Our Call to be Peace.
Carolyn starts by quoting John
14 "Peace I leave with you; My
peace I give to you; not as the
world gives do I give to you. Do
not let your heart be troubled, nor
let it be fearful.” She told the
story of two wolves. <<One
evening an old Cherokee told his

grandson about a battle that goes
on inside people.He said, “My
son, the battle is between two
wolves inside us all. “One is Evil
– It is anger, envy, jealousy,
sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance,
self-pity,
guilt,
resentment,
inferiority, lies, false pride,
superiority, and ego. “The other
is Good – It is joy, peace, love,
hope,
serenity,
humility,
kindness, benevolence, empathy,
generosity, truth, compassion and
faith.” The grandson thought
about it for a minute and then
asked his grandfather: “Which
wolf wins?”
The old Cherokee simply replied,
“The one you feed.”>>
	

What is the anger, or
violence within you? Which do
you feed? She noted, “only
when you embrace peace for
yourself can you give it to
others.”
	

I again urge you to go to
the bssf website and download
the speeches. Carolyn also urged
the fraternities to give her the
name of their JPIC animator. The
animator is one to give members
the news, ideas, and ways to
implement peace starting with
ourselves. As St. Francis said:
“While you are proclaiming peace
with your lips, be careful to have it
even more fully in your heart.”
	

Carolyn D. Townes, OFS, the
Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis
Region’s JPIC animator, is a
member of Our Lady Queen of
Angels, Emerging Community, in
Columbia, S.C., and the National
JPIC and the Franciscan Action
Network commissions.

Editor: F. Peluso, OFS - secularfranciscansnc@gmail.com!

“Human rights are not only
violated
by
terrorism,
repression or assassination,
but also by unfair economic
structures that creates huge
inequalities.” ~ Pope Francis
“We must be careful not to be
angry or upset because a
brother or sister has fallen
into sin, because anger or
annoyance in themselves or
in others makes it difficult to
be charitable.” ~ Saint
Francis of Assisi The Rule of
1223 Chapter 7

John 14:12-14 NIV)
12 Very truly I tell you,
whoever believes in me will do
the works I have been doing,
and they will do even greater
things than these, because I am
going to the Father. 13 And I
will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. 14 You
may ask me for anything in my
name, and I will do it.

Working for Peace
Prayer - basic to peace Read
Article 8 of the Rule

Empathy - put yourselves in the
shoes of the other

Active Listening- to truly listen
is the closest thing to love

Compassion - recognize the
other’s suffering

Evangelical Love (Agape) love our neighbors as ourselves
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Mike attended the Regional
Fraternity in the absence of Joanne
Jacovec, OFS our minister.

Deacon Tom Bello. OFS above
officiating at one if the ceremonies.
Since 2009 the region has been able
to acquire a number of new lay
Spiritual Assistants
5 were
commissioned
during
the
celebration of the Eucharist on
Saturday.

Everyday
there
was
a
celebration of the Eucharist
celebrated by Fr. Linus with deacons
and co-celebrants. After the mass on
Saturday there was a procession into
another building where a chapel of
adoration was located. Attendees
signed up for 24 hour adoration.
Our representatives attended the
adoration a well. Mike and Ailen
signed up for the 5:00 am hour.

At the opening session names
were passed out to each of the
attendees of other attendees and
Jerry officiated at the beautiful were asked to pray for them at the
memorial service for 7 members week end.
who passed away this year. Included
There was a room available for
was our own Louise Friedman, OFS
the purchase of books, CD’s,
who passed away only 10 days
stationary etc. Both Friday and
before the ceremony on Saturday.
Saturday nights, there were socials
Maureen Copan, OFS lit her candle.
in the reception area of the hotel. It
was a time to meet new
acquaintances and renew old ones.

Newly Elected Brothers and
Sisters of St. Francis Regional
Executive Council
Minister: Jerry Rousseau, OFS
Vice Minister: Paula Zanker, OFS
Secretary: Christine Washington,
OFS
Treasurer: Greg Savold, OFS
Formation Director: Sara Nell
Boggs, OFS
Spiritual Assistant: Father Linus
DeSantis, OFM Conv.
Area 3 Councilors
Frank Massey, OFS and Marie
Stephens,OFS

	

DorothyAnn Rowland, OFS
who is now an Are 2 Councilor
organized a kazoo concert of the
outgoing council. Funny to say the
least.

	

Joanita M. Nellenbach, OFS
was commended for the effortless The commissioning of the new
work on organizing the week end. Executive Council.
We remember her from our
visitation last fall. She will be with 	

It was an entire week of joy,
th.
us
for
our
retreat
on
December
7
the
spirit,
and learning.
There was a recognition of the
21 newly professed in the region. 12 	

were in attendance. Then he
professed present renewed their
We, your representatives hope you will be able to attend
commitment to the gospel life
	

next year. We highly recommend it!
according to the rule of St, Francis.
The members of a new hispanic bilingual fraternity was welcomed.

Editor: F. Peluso, OFS - secularfranciscansnc@gmail.com!
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