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The Padre Pio Fraternity 
Secular Franciscan Order  

The Brother and Sisters of St. Francis Region 

No one will ever feel an immense grief, than a mother who has lost her son.

Council Members 

Spiritual Assistant: 
Fr. Steve Kluge, 

OFM

Minister: 
Victoria Romero OFS 

Vice Minister: 
Lee Cunningham, 

OFS

Formation Director: 
S. Lynn Oeser, OFS 

Treasurer 
Louis Coker, OFS 

Secretary:
Michael Hancock 

OFS 

Councilors: 
Ellen Ferrone, OFS
Suzie Nelson, OFS

Maureen Copan, OFS
(Appointed)

BSSF Region 
Minister: 

DorothyAnn 
Rowland, OFS 

Area 3 Councilors : 
Ellen Ferrone, OFS 

Martha Roman,  OFS

We are on the web at:
http://

ofscentralnc.org

�

I love you this 
much!

August 25, 2019 Gathering 

Fr. Steve Kluge, OFM our Spiritual Assistant continued his motivational 
instruction  on  Catholic  Social  Teaching.  This  time  it  was  on  the 
“Common Good.”  Love is to work for the common good of others and to 
even treat “the pain in the neck” with respect. Be Christ for others!

Ellen Ferrone, OFS stepped in at the last minute 
to chair for our Minister and Vice Minister who 
could  not  be  at  the  gathering.  She  did  an 
excellent job. For Ongoing Formation, she also 
presented Chapter 6 of Ilia Delio’s Franciscan 
Prayer  on  “The  Heart  Turned  Toward  God.” 
“The altar of God is your heart. On the altar of 
your  heart  the  fire  of  intense  heat  must  burn 
constantly. You must feed the fire each day with 
the wood of the cross…” - Bonaventure. 

Deacon  Phil  Rzewnicki,  OFS  and  his  wife  
Anna Rzewnicki, OFS presented a summary of 
their  visit  to  the  Tenth  Annual  Secular 
Franciscan Summer Seminar on Saint Clare see 
Page 6. 

 Happy August Birthdays 

Gladys and Ben Whitehouse, OFS presented a 
delicious chocolate cake to S. Lynn Oeser, OFS 
and Fr. Steve Kluge, OFM.

http://ofscentralnc.org
http://ofscentralnc.org
http://ofscentralnc.org
http://ofscentralnc.org
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Padre’s Pio’s Love for Our Mother 

Feast Day Sept. 23rd  

Padre Pio nurtured his love for the Mother of 
Jesus from the time he was a child. He would 
go to the church in Pietrelcina to greet and to 
pray to our Lady of Graces.
He always kept a little picture of this Madonna 
hanging  on  the  wall  of  his  cell.  He  would 
glance up at her with gratitude before eating his 
meager meals,  before going to rest,  and each 
time he returned to his cell weary and fatigued 
after hearing confessions. He was to look up at 
his  little  Mother  with  immense  tenderness 
before closing his eyes in death.
Padre Pio’s love for the Madonna was that of a 
friend who has faith, who believes and hopes. 
it  was not just sentimental piety expressed in 
beautiful phrases, sighs, and sobs! His love for 
the Mother of God was the result of constant 
meditation, which had become his way of life.
Padre  Pio  contemplated  Mary  within  God’s 
plan  for  the  salvation  of  mankind.  By  being 
close to her, he felt closer to Jesus.
On  May  6,  1913,  Padre  Pio  wrote  to  Fr. 
Agostino of San Marco in Lamis: “This most 
tender Mother in her great mercy, wisdom, and 
goodness, has punished me in a most exalted 
manner, by pouring so many great graces into 
my heart  that  when I  am in her  presence,  or 
that  of  Jesus,  I  am  compelled  to  exclaim, 
Where am I? Who is near me? I am all aflame. 
I feel myself held fast and bound to the Son by 
means of His Mother.”
From : http://
padrepiodevotions.orAnniversary of 
Profession

Congratulations  
Anniversary of Profession

Jacovec Joanne, OFS 9/23/00  19 years
Zombek Marge, OFS 9/23/75. 44 years

02 Marie Roccoforte, OFS
14 Stan Driscoll, OFS
17 Michael Oeser, OFS

19 Ben Whitehouse, OFS
19 Ellen Ferrone, OFS

20 Jeanne Casciere, OFS

Holy Father’s Intention for 
September 

Universal   That  politicians,  scientists  and 
economists  work  together  to  protect  the 
world’s seas and oceans.

“We believe that Mary opens the abyss 
of God's mercy to whomsoever she wills, 
when she wills, and as she wills; so that 
there is no sinner however great who is 
lost  if  Mary  protects  him.”  -St. 
Bonaventure 
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September Devotion 

Since  the  16th  century 
Catholic  piety  has  assigned 
entire  months  to  special 
devotions. Due to her feast day 
on September 15, the month of 
September  has  traditionally 
been  set  aside  to  honor  Our 
Lady  of  Sorrows.  All  the 
sorrows of Mary (the prophecy 
of Simeon, the three days' loss, 
etc.)  are  merged  in  the 
supreme  suffering  at  the 
Passion. In the Passion, Mary 
suffered  a  martyrdom  of  the 
heart  because  of  Our  Lord's 
torments  and the  greatness  of 
her love for Him. "She it was," 
says  Pope  Pius  XII,  "who 
immune from all sin, personal 
or  inherited,  and  ever  more 
closely  united  with  her  Son, 
offered  Him  on  Golgotha  to 
the  Eternal  Father  together 
with  the  holocaust  of  her 
maternal  rights  and  motherly 
love. As a new Eve, she made 
this  offering  for  all  the 
ch i ld ren  o f  Adam 
contaminated  through  his 
unhappy  fall.  Thus  she,  who 
was  the  mother  of  our  Head 
according to the flesh, became 
by  a  new title  of  sorrow and 
glory the spiritual mother of all 
His members.”

The Seven Dolors 

The  feast  of  Our  Lady  of 
Sorrows  dates  back  to  the 
twelfth century.  Since at  least 
that  time,  Catholics  have 
recognized seven events in the 
life  of  Mary  that  caused  her 
great  sorrow. That is  why the 
image of Mary as Our Lady of 
Sorrows often shows her with 
seven  swords  piercing  her 

Immaculate  Heart.  She’s  also 
sometimes  represented  by  a 
winged  heart  pierced  with 
seven  swords.  The  swords 
represent  her  grievous 
sorrows. Known as the Seven 
Dolors of Mary, these sorrows 
are:

1. The prophecy of 
Simeon (Luke 
2:25-35)

2. The flight into Egypt 
(Matthew 2:13-15)

3. Loss of the Child 
Jesus for three days 
(Luke 2:41-50)

4. Mary meets Jesus on 
his way to Calvary 
(Luke 23:27-31; John 
19:17)

5. Crucifixion and Death 
of Jesus (John 
19:25-30)

6. The body of Jesus 
being taken from the 
Cross (Psalm 130; 
Luke 23:50-54; John 
19:31-37)

7. The burial of Jesus 
(Isaiah 53:8; Luke 
23:50-56; John 
19:38-42; Mark 
15:40-47)
From: http://

www.ncregister.com/blog/
mfenelon/what-are-the-seven-

sorrows-of-mary

�

Apostolates 

For JPIC & Oak City 
Outreach, Email 

Ellen Ferrone, OFS 

(OCOC is 
09/28/)2019)  

For CPO or Library: 
Email Maureen 

Copan, OFS 

For Hospitality: 
Email Gladys 

Whitehouse, OFS 

For Prayer 
Requests: 

Email Joanne 
Jacovec, OFS 

For the Scrapbook: 
Email 

Lee Cunningham, 
OFS 

For Sunshine: 
Call Marge Zombek, 

OFS  
  

For the Newsletter: 
Email  

Frank Peluso, OFS  

For the Website:  
Email Sharon 
Winzeler, OFS 

Come and See 
09/22/2019 

St. Francis Church 
In The Founders 

Room 
Bring a friend

�  

I love you this 
much! 
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Suzie’s Prayer Corner 

	 Our  sister,  Suzie  Nelson,  OFS  is 
interested  in  sharing  our  prayer  lives.  She  is 
picking  a  name  at  random  each  month.  This 
month  she  contacted  Ida  Irwin,  OFS  and  she 
generously answered; this is her response. Thank 
you Ida.

Sharing one’s prayer life
One’s  prayer  life  changes  depending 

upon  many  things,  including 
health,  emotions,  trials.  The 
Magnificat  is  beautifully  done 
for following the daily Office. 
With  older  age,  sleepiness 
often  occurs.  One  can  take 
comfort in the statement from 
Therese of Lisieux. She shared 
that  when  she  fell  asleep 

during prayer, she believed that 
she  was  loved  as  a  child  falling  asleep  in  her 
Father’s arms. St Bernadette held onto the rosary 
as she fell asleep. She said that she was a child 
hanging onto her Mother’s garment for safety. 

For myself, I find it easy to just talk to 
the good Lord frequently throughout every day 
as  one  does  with  a  good friend,  sharing  every 
emotion, trial, pain, and joy. 

When  one  can  no  longer  attend  daily 
Mass, we are blessed to participate in Mass on 
TV by EWTN, making a  spiritual  act  of  Holy 
Communion. It is the desire of Our Lady and Our 
Lord  to  pray  the  Rosary  daily  and  the  Divine 
Mercy Chaplet to save souls. 

God gives us consolations so that we can 
feel His love and have joy when He knows we 
need to be strengthened. But He also sends dry 
times  when  distractions  are  the  only  thing 
present.  Mother Teresa of  Calcutta  experienced 
the  Dark  Night  when  she  felt  the  Lord  had 
abandoned her and that she was most displeasing 
to Him. He fills us with peace and love as we cry 
out in the midst of trials.

“Prayer  is  the  place  of  refuge  for  every  worry,  a 
foundation  for  cheerfulness,  a  source  of  constant 
happiness,  a protection against sadness.”
St. John Chrysostom

Who are we? 
What do we do? 

Why? 

COME AND SEE 
How Franciscans live Joyfully 

In the World  & Celebrate  
God’s Creations 

At the 
Community of St. Francis of  Assisi 

11401 Leesville Road 
Raleigh, NC 27613 

In the Founder’s Room @ 1:00 pm 
September 22, 2019 

Feed the Poor 

Once again, Food Lion is offering its 
annual “Food Lion Feeds” program.  
Shoppers may purchase good quality 
grocery bags for only 99 cents. All 
proceeds will be donated to feed the 
poor.   The bags that are purchased at 
Food Lion could then be donated to CPO 
for the families who walk or take the city 
bus to get their groceries. This is a 
double opportunity to support our 
fraternity’s group apostolates.  By 
Joanne Jacovec, OFS
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Reflection on Mission Mercy Camp 

When  the  first  day  of  Mission  Mercy 
Camp concluded, Secular Franciscans hosted the 
15 teens with a dinner at St. Francis. The dinner 
was  prepared  and  served  by  members  of  our 
Fraternity. We sat with the members of the youth 
ministry, who were serving as camp counselors 
for  Hispanic  children  during  the  Pequeños 
Gigantes summer camp. This program is under 
the Centro Para Familias Hispanas, a Program of 
Catholic Charities.

After dinner, we sat and  listened as they 
shared their experiences of the day, such as how 
their interactions allowed them to see Christ in 
the  young  children  they  encountered.   They 
shared some of the anxious moments they may 
have felt, and also the joy it brought each of them 
to bring laughter and their friendship to the kids. 

In turn, many of the Secular Franciscans 
at the table also shared their thoughts about what 
it  means  to  be  a  member  of  the  Secular 
Franciscan  Order  and  do  things  together  as  a 
fraternity in support of our Group Apostolate, as 
was  witnessed  on  that  evening.  We  shared 
instances  where  we  may  been  challenged  and 
anxious  to  go forward.  I  described an instance 
where I  felt  my humility  was being put  to  the 
test. This was a moment of being mentioned in 
somewhat  of  a  public  setting  and  trying  to 
remember  the  Spirit  of  St.  Francis’s  humble 
heart.  It  was  a  serious  and  slightly  humorous 
revelation  and  a  reminder  that  everything  and 
everyone is a gift from God. By Joan Monti, OFS

"Children are the world's most valuable resource 
and  its  best  hope  for  the  future."  -  John  F. 
Kennedy

September Franciscan Saints 

1. St. Beatrice of Silva, Poor Clare nun, d. 1490- 
foundress of the monastic Order of the 
Immaculate Conception of Our Lady in Spain
2. Bls. John Francis Burté, Apollinaris Morel of 
Posat, Severin Girault and Companions,
First Order and Third Order Regular friars, 
martyrs of France, d. 1792 4. St. Rose of Viterbo, 
Secular Franciscan, d. 1251
9. Bl. Seraphina Sforza, Poor Clare nun, d. 1478 
Her incorrupt body is preserved in the cathedral 
at Pesaro.
13. Bls. Apollinaris Franco and Companions, 
First Order, Third Order Regular and
Secular Franciscans, martyrs of Japan, d. 
1617-1628
15. St. Catherine of Genoa, Secular Franciscan, 
d. 1510 - admired for  her love for the souls in 
purgatory.
16. Bl. Roland d’Medici, Secular Franciscan, d. 
1386
17. Stigmatization of St. Francis of Assisi (on 
Mount La Verna, 1224)
18. St. Joseph of Cupertino, First Order friar, d. 
1663- patron of students being tested
19. Bl. Louis Alleman, Secular Franciscan 
bishop, d. 1450
21. Bl. Elizabeth Amodei, Secular Franciscan, d. 
1498
23. Finding of the Body of St. Clare of Assisi 
(1850)
23. St. (Padre) Pio of Pietrelcina, First Order 
friar, d. 1968 - Happy feast Day !
• Born: May 25, 1887, Pietrelcina, Italy
• Died: September 23, 1968, San Giovanni 

Rotondo, Italy
• Full name: Francesco Forgione
• Feast: 23 September
• Buried: September 26, 1968, Church of Our 

Lady of Grace, San Giovanni Rotondo, Italy 
24. St. Pacificus of San Severino, First Order 
friar, d. 1721
25. St. Nicholas of Flüe, Secular Franciscan, d. 
1487
27. St. Elzear of Sabran (d. 1323) and Bl. 
Delphina of Glandeves (d. 1358),
Secular Franciscan husband and wife
30. Bl. Charles of Blois-Chatillon, Secular 
Franciscan, d. 1364

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/471663?ref=children
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/471663?ref=children
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/471663?ref=children
https://www.azquotes.com/author/7900-John_F_Kennedy
https://www.azquotes.com/author/7900-John_F_Kennedy
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03438a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11738b.htm
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=padre+pio+born&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzLXEstOttIvSM0vyEkFUkXF-XlWSflFeYtY-QoSU4pSFQoy8xVAAgAvi9JANgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQ6BMoADAkegQIDhAG
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=Pietrelcina&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJXAjPNjHLNq7TEspOt9AtS8wtyUoFUUXF-nlVSflHeIlbugMzUkqLUnOTMvEQAlXSnUj4AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAkegQIDhAH
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=padre+pio+died&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzLXks9OttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0rJTE1ZxMpXkJhSlKpQkJmvABIAAE9dw6E_AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQ6BMoADAlegQIDhAK
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=San+Giovanni+Rotondo&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJXAjPNzKriTbXks5Ot9AtS8wtyUvVTUpNTE4tTU-ILUouK8_OsUjJTUxaxigQn5im4Z-aXJeblZSoE5Zfk56XkAwDQj26eUAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAlegQIDhAL
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=San+Giovanni+Rotondo&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJXAjPNzKriTbXks5Ot9AtS8wtyUvVTUpNTE4tTU-ILUouK8_OsUjJTUxaxigQn5im4Z-aXJeblZSoE5Zfk56XkAwDQj26eUAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAlegQIDhAL
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=padre+pio+full+name&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzLXks5OttIvSM0vyEkFUkXF-XlWaaU5OQp5ibmpi1iFCxJTilIVCjLzFeCiAEID2OhAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQ6BMoADAmegQIDhAO
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=padre+pio+feast&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQ6BMoADAnegQIDhAR
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=padre+pio+buried&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzLXUsxOttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0oqLcpMTVnEKlCQmFKUqlCQma8AEQIAU64nSkMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQ6BMoADAoegQIDhAU
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=Church+of+Our+Lady+of+Grace&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJX4tVP1zc0TDJLrrRMzsrSUsxOttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0oqLcpMTVnEKu2cUVqUnKGQn6bgX1qk4JOYUgliuxclJqcCAAyZKCpdAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAoegQIDhAV
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=Church+of+Our+Lady+of+Grace&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJX4tVP1zc0TDJLrrRMzsrSUsxOttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0oqLcpMTVnEKu2cUVqUnKGQn6bgX1qk4JOYUgliuxclJqcCAAyZKCpdAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAoegQIDhAV
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=Church+of+Our+Lady+of+Grace&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJX4tVP1zc0TDJLrrRMzsrSUsxOttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0oqLcpMTVnEKu2cUVqUnKGQn6bgX1qk4JOYUgliuxclJqcCAAyZKCpdAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAoegQIDhAV
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/471663?ref=children
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/471663?ref=children
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/471663?ref=children
https://www.azquotes.com/author/7900-John_F_Kennedy
https://www.azquotes.com/author/7900-John_F_Kennedy
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03438a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11738b.htm
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=padre+pio+born&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzLXEstOttIvSM0vyEkFUkXF-XlWSflFeYtY-QoSU4pSFQoy8xVAAgAvi9JANgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQ6BMoADAkegQIDhAG
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=Pietrelcina&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJXAjPNjHLNq7TEspOt9AtS8wtyUoFUUXF-nlVSflHeIlbugMzUkqLUnOTMvEQAlXSnUj4AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAkegQIDhAH
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=padre+pio+died&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzLXks9OttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0rJTE1ZxMpXkJhSlKpQkJmvABIAAE9dw6E_AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQ6BMoADAlegQIDhAK
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=San+Giovanni+Rotondo&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJXAjPNzKriTbXks5Ot9AtS8wtyUvVTUpNTE4tTU-ILUouK8_OsUjJTUxaxigQn5im4Z-aXJeblZSoE5Zfk56XkAwDQj26eUAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAlegQIDhAL
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=San+Giovanni+Rotondo&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJXAjPNzKriTbXks5Ot9AtS8wtyUvVTUpNTE4tTU-ILUouK8_OsUjJTUxaxigQn5im4Z-aXJeblZSoE5Zfk56XkAwDQj26eUAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAlegQIDhAL
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=padre+pio+full+name&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzLXks5OttIvSM0vyEkFUkXF-XlWaaU5OQp5ibmpi1iFCxJTilIVCjLzFeCiAEID2OhAAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQ6BMoADAmegQIDhAO
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=padre+pio+feast&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQ6BMoADAnegQIDhAR
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=padre+pio+buried&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzLXUsxOttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0oqLcpMTVnEKlCQmFKUqlCQma8AEQIAU64nSkMAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQ6BMoADAoegQIDhAU
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=Church+of+Our+Lady+of+Grace&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJX4tVP1zc0TDJLrrRMzsrSUsxOttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0oqLcpMTVnEKu2cUVqUnKGQn6bgX1qk4JOYUgliuxclJqcCAAyZKCpdAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAoegQIDhAV
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=Church+of+Our+Lady+of+Grace&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJX4tVP1zc0TDJLrrRMzsrSUsxOttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0oqLcpMTVnEKu2cUVqUnKGQn6bgX1qk4JOYUgliuxclJqcCAAyZKCpdAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAoegQIDhAV
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&channel=iphone_bm&q=Church+of+Our+Lady+of+Grace&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MCxLyzJX4tVP1zc0TDJLrrRMzsrSUsxOttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0oqLcpMTVnEKu2cUVqUnKGQn6bgX1qk4JOYUgliuxclJqcCAAyZKCpdAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjK77vnt_bjAhWKGs0KHXKmD_sQmxMoATAoegQIDhAV


Vol. 7, Issue 11               September 2019

Newsletter Come & See 9/22/19 Page �6

Conferences 

Sharon  Winzeler,  OFS  will  be  attending  the  Conference  for  National  Spiritual 
Assistants as a video technician. It will be held at the Marianist Retreat Center in St Louis,  
Missouri from August 25th to 29th. Ellen Ferrone, OFS will be attending the JPIC Annual 
Gathering from August 29 to Sept. 1, 2019 at the same retreat center. We look forward to 
hearing about their experiences.

Deacon  Phil  Rzewnicki,  OFS  and  his  wife   Anna 
Rzewnicki,  OFS presented a  summary of  their  visit  to  the 
Tenth Annual Secular Franciscan Summer Seminar on St. 
Clare. Presenters were Sr. Loretta Schaff, OFS and  Fr. John 
Petrikovic, OFM Cap. Anna and Phil recapped much of the 
seminar  and provided handouts  with reflections from Lady 
Agnes, sister of  Clare, Brother Leo, Brother Junipero,  Lady 
Benedetta  on  Clare’s  death,  and  a  reading  from the  Third 
Letter  to  Agnes  of  Prague  on  Clare’s  method  of 
contemplation,  “Gaze,  Consider,  Contemplate  and  Imitate.“ 

Dn. Phil ended with the Blessing of St. Clare.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' Anti-Trafficking Program (ATP) 

The mission of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' Anti-Trafficking Program (ATP) is to 
educate on the scourge of human trafficking as an offense against fundamental dignity of the human 
person, to advocate for an end to modern day slavery, to provide training and technical assistance on 
this issue, and to support survivors through community based services.

What We Do
Each year, an estimated 17,000 vulnerable men, women and children are trafficked across our 

borders and then forced into slavery. Many are fleeing terrible situations in their home countries, and 
come to the United States to find a better life. Unfortunately, the nightmare often begins when they 
reach our shores.

For over a decade, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has been a 
national leader in advocacy and education to eradicate sex and labor trafficking. Migration and Refugee 
Services (MRS) leads efforts to combat trafficking in human persons, carrying out the commitment of 
the U.S. Bishops' Committee on Migration to protect the life and dignity of the most vulnerable. Our 
initiatives  include  advocacy,  awareness  raising,  training  and  technical  assistance,  and  integration 
services.  For more information go to  http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/ and keep 
this program in your prayers. (Safe Environment Training Workshop at St Raphael’s  - Click here to see 
the training dates and register.)

"It is not possible to remain indifferent before the knowledge that  
human beings are bought and sold like goods!" - Pope Francis 

Happy feast Day, September 23 ! 
 St. (Padre) Pio of Pietrelcina, 1187-1968

On the feast day of this relatively modern saint, 
recall his example of self-sacrifice and his message of peace.
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