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The Padre Pio Fraternity Secular Franciscan Order

The Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis Region

“… may Christ teach you what is yours to do.”  - St. Francis

The Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi opened with a procession into the church led by Victoria Romero OFS, 
Minister of Padre Pio Fraternity with members of the fraternity following Victoria.  The altar steps were adorned 
with a Franciscan habit and candles that were lit by Joan Monti OFS and Dave Shick OFS.

The congregation sang All Creatures of Our God and King, and the Transitus service was opened by Victoria 
with a prayer.  Gladys Whitehouse OFS read the introduction, and Frank Urban followed with a narration of St. 
Francis’ death.  Jim Wahl and the church choir sang of O Sactissima, and Jennifer Fiduccia led the singing of the 
Responsorial Psalm. Gladys read from the Gospel of St. John.

Father Jim Sabac OFM offered the homily, telling how St. Francis of Assisi chose his good friend, Brother Elias 
to administer the Order of Friars Minor in his name.  Brother Elias was elected Vicar General of the Order at the 
Chapter of 1221.  Consequently, Brother Elias became the second Minister General of the Order of Friars Minor 
following St. Francis, the Founder of the Order.  Almost immediately, Brother Elias’s succession became a point 
of controversy among the Friars Minor which created a split in the Order.  Father Jim concluded his homily by 
stating that St. Francis may have left the Order of Friars Minor in a state of confusion, but today the Franciscan 
Order  is still committed to living simply, loving Jesus and embracing the Gospel Way of Life. 

Father Steve Kluge OFM, Spiritual Assistant of Padre Pio Fraternity, led us in the Rite of Annual Renewal to the 
Gospel Life which begins with “We thank you, Lord for calling us to the Franciscan Way of Life. We ask your 
pardon for all our shortcomings, weaknesses and transgressions against our commitment to the Gospel Life and 
against the Holy Rule of our Order.” 

Brothers and Sisters, it is with great joy that we have renewed our permanent commitment to “Observe the Holy 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order.” Our Seraphic Father 
himself encourages and blesses us with the words of his Testament, “May whoever observes all this be filled in 
heaven with the blessing of the Most High Father, and on earth with that of His Beloved Son, together with the 
Holy Spirit the Comforter, and all the powers of heaven and all the saints.” Our members who were unable join 
us may also celebrate the Rite of Annual Renewal to the Gospel Life included in The Ritual of the Secular 
Franciscan Order, Chapter Four, page 27.  The Rite of Annual Renewal is also available on the National SFO 
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Praying the rule:
Lord,  our  God,  we  intend  to  make  present  the 
charism of our Seraphic Father Francis in the life and 
mission of the Church, in various ways and forms but 
in  life-giving  union  with  one  another.  By  our 
profession, we pledge ourselves to live the Gospel in 
the  manner  of  St  Francis  by  means  of  our  Rule 
approved by the Church:
•observe  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by 
following  the  example  of  St  Francis,  going  from 
gospel to life and from life to the gospel (Art. 4);

• seek to encounter the living and active person of Jesus Christ in our brothers and sisters, in sacred 
scripture, in the Church and in the Eucharist (Art. 5);

• go forth as witnesses and instruments of the Church’s mission among people, proclaiming Christ 
by our life and words (Art. 6);

• conform our thoughts and deeds to those of Christ by the radical interior change which the Gospel 
calls “conversion”, making use of the sacrament of reconciliation on the way to renewal (Art. 7);

• let prayer and contemplation be the soul of all we are and do (Art. 8);
• imitate the Virgin Mary’s complete self-giving in her openness to your every word and call (Art. 

9);
• faithfully fulfill the duties proper to our various circumstances in life (Art. 10);
• seek the proper spirit of detachment and purify our hearts from every tendency and yearning for 

possession and power (Art. 11);
• acquire the purity of heart needed to set ourselves free to love God and our brothers and sisters 

(Art. 12);
• accept all people as your gift, Lord, and an image of Christ (Art. 13);
• exercise our responsibilities competently in the Christian spirit of service (Art. 14);
• be in the forefront of promoting justice by the testimony of our human lives and by courageous 

initiatives (Art. 15);
• esteem work both as a gift and as a sharing in the creation, redemption and service of the human 

community (Art. 16);
• cultivate the Franciscan spirit of peace, fidelity and respect for life in our 

families, striving to make it a sign of a world already renewed in Christ 
(Art. 17);

• respect all creatures, animate and inanimate “as bearing the imprint of the 
Most High” (Art. 18);be bearers of peace and messengers of perfect joy in 
every circumstance, as immersed in the resurrection of Christ, we serenely 
tend towards Sister Death and our ultimate encounter with you, our Father 

Continued  from  page  1:    ……  website:  https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/
Ritual_of_the_Secular_Franciscan_Order.pdf  

on Pages 15 and 16 of the document. Following the Rite of Annual Renewal, Secular Franciscans 
lit candles and passed the flame to the congregation as the choir sang In Perfect Charity.  Victoria 
closed with a prayer. The congregation, led by Secular Franciscans, professed out of the church 
while  singing  Jesus  Remember  Me  When  I  Come  into  Your  Kingdom.”   We  concluded  the 
Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi in the Prayer Garden where Victoria offered the Blessing of St. 
Francis.
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