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The Padre Pio Fraternity
*Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (OFS)
The Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis Region
May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace.

Let Us Pray for the Repose
of the Souls of Deceased
Members of our Padre Pio
Fraternity

✠
Grace Lambert, OFS -Professed10/4/1984-Deceased 11/28/1985
A. Gordon Keating, OFS-Professed
11/25 /1945-Deceased 6/22/1986
Daniel Skurski, OFS-Professed
12/4/1987- Deceased 9/04/1994
Paul Rutz, OFS - Professed 12/7/
1986- Deceased 1/30/1995
Lesley Stinson, OFS-Professed
10/7/1995/-Deceased 2/13/1996Wally Bauer, OFS -Professed 09/7/
1958- Deceased 1/21/1997
Marie Grissi, OFS-Professed 1959Deceased 05/09/1999
Patricia Stapleton, OFS-Professed
05/05/1999-Deceased 11/30/2010
Ron Howe, OFS professed
10/2/1999--Deceased 1/19/2012
Jane Sullivan-Farris, OFSProfessed 5/5/1996-Deceased
03/7/2012
Louise Friedman, OFSProfessed-1/2/1983 -Deceased
07/24/2013
Vincent McKone, OFS’ Professed-12/13/1953 ~ Deceased
January 5th 2015
Rosemary Ann Schneider OFS,
Deceased 04/22/2016
Art Schneider, OFS
Fr. Joseph Madden, OFM Conv. Jan.
30,1935 - April 23, 2019

Requiescite in pace et in amore!
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St. Francis is often depicted with a skull. He sometimes put it on the
table at breakfast before his brothers came in for their meal. He
wanted to emphasize the short-lived nature of our existence on earth.
The skull represents, human mortality graphically, and
gravely. It reminds us of the bigger picture. We are all
going to die, and death may come at any time. Be
prepared.

(We celebrate the Feast of All Saints of the Seraphic
Orders on 29 November.)
Prayer for Our Deceased Franciscan Family
(Remember also, the deceased of our Prayer Partners,
the Poor Clare Nuns of Traveler’s Rest, SC)
Almighty God, Loving Father, please welcome and watch
over the souls of our deceased Franciscans who have transitioned
into Your Heavenly Kingdom.
Saint Francis, our seraphic father, inspire us with your
example, and help us to remain steadfast in the Gospel life, so, when
the time comes, we may be reunited with them in Heaven.
So be it. Amen.

“For this world is not our permanent home; we are looking
forward to a home yet to come.” (Hebrews 13:14)
*Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis (OFS) = Latin for Secular Franciscan Order
(SFO), and used worldwide.

Next gathering - 11/24/2019
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Happy November Birthdays
16 Joyce Wesner, OFS
19 Lee Cunningham, OFS
27 Alexandria Rommell, OFS
27 Sister Kathy DeLancey, OSC
30 Ginny Conway, OFS

Congratulations
6th Year Anniversary
of Profession
W. Stanley Driscoll, OFS
11/30/2013

Happy Thanksgiving
Day 11/28/2019
Father, thank you for having
created us and given us to each other.
Thank you for being with us in all our
joys and sorrows, for your help in all
we do. Thank you also for your
companionship on our Franciscan
journey. Thank you for yesterday,
today, tomorrow and for the whole of
our lives. Thank you for the Gospel
life. Also thank you for health and for
grace. May we live this and every day
conscious of all that has been given to
us. So be it, .Amen.

November Intention of the Holy Father
Universal – Communication and
Reconciliation That a spirit of
dialogue, encounter and
reconciliation emerges in the Near
East, where diverse religious
communities share their lives
together.
“Courage is what it takes
to stand up and speak;
courage is also what it takes
to sit down and listen. “
-- Winston Churchill
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Council Members
Spiritual Assistant:
Fr. Steve Kluge, OFM
Minister:
Victoria Romero, OFS
Vice Minister:
Lee Cunningham, OFS
Formation Director:
S. Lynn Oeser, OFS

For Prayer Requests: Email
Joanne Jacovec, OFS
For the Scrapbook: Email Lee
Cunningham, OFS
For Sunshine:
Call Marge Zombek, OFS
For the Newsletter: Email
Frank Peluso, OFS

Treasurer
Louis Coker, OFS

For the Website: Email
Sharon Winzeler, OFS
We are on the web at: http://

Secretary:
Michael Hancock, OFS

Next gathering is 11/24/2019

Councilors:
Ellen Ferrone, OFS
(JPIC Animator)
Suzie Nelson, OFS
Maureen Copan, OFS
(Appointed)
BSSF Region Minister:
DorothyAnn Rowland, OFS
Area 3 Councilors :
Ellen Ferrone, OFS
Martha Roman, OFS
Our Companions in Prayer ~ the Poor
Clares Nuns at Travelers Rest, S.C.
http://poorclaresc.com/zzz/who-we-are/
staff/.

+++++++++++++++++++

Apostolates
For JPIC & Oak City Cares, Email
Ellen Ferrone, OFS
(OCC is 11/23/2019)

ofscentralnc.org

+++++++++++++++++++

Final F.H.M. Vows
Sr. Mary Ann Baichan, F.H.M.
made her Final Profession vows
on October 8, 2019 at the 10:00
a.m. Mass at St. Joseph of the
Holy Family Church in Harlem,
New York. Her daughters joined
the packed congregation for the
Mass of Praise officiated by
Bishop Gerard Walsh. Sr. Mary
Ann was a member of our
fraternity before entering the
Franciscan Handmaids of Mary.
She wishes to thank all of you for
your prayers. Several of us had a
very pleasant visit with Sr. Mary
Ann in Raleigh this past summer.
++++++++++++++++++

For CPO or Library: Email
Maureen Copan, OFS
For Hospitality: Email Gladys
Whitehouse, OFS

Next gathering - 11/24/2019
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When Padre Pio Was Visited
by a Soul from Purgatory

Suzie’s Prayer Corner

Padre Pio is known for his many mystical
experiences during prayer, often piercing the
heavenly veil while on earth. One such
experience involved an unexpected encounter
with a soul from purgatory.
One day while praying alone, Padre Pio opened
his eyes to see an old man standing there. He
was surprised by the presence of another person
in the room and explained in his testimony, “‘I
could not imagine how he could have entered
the friary at this time of night since all the doors
are locked.”

Our sister, Suzie Nelson, OFS is interested in
sharing our prayer lives. She is picking a name
at random each month. This month she
contacted Sharon Winzeler, OFS and she
generously answered; this is her response.
Thank you Sharon.

Seeking to unravel the mystery, Pio asked the
man, “Who are you? What do you want?”
The man responded, “Padre Pio, I am Pietro Di
Mauro, son of Nicola, nicknamed Precoco. I
died in this friary on the 18th of September,
1908, in cell number 4, when it was still a
poorhouse. One night, while in bed, I fell asleep
with a lighted cigar, which ignited the mattress
and I died, suffocated and burned. I am still in
purgatory. I need a holy Mass in order to be
freed. God permitted that I come and ask you
for help.”
Pio comforted the poor soul by saying, “‘Rest
assured that tomorrow I will celebrate Mass for
your liberation.”
The man left and the next day Pio did some
investigative work and discovered the veracity
of the story and how a man of the same name
died on that day in 1908. Everything was
confirmed and Padre Pio celebrated a Mass for
the repose of the old man’s soul.
This was not the only appearance of a soul from
purgatory asking Padre Pio for prayers. Pio
claimed, “As many souls of the dead come up
this road [to the monastery] as that of the souls
of the living.” Many times the souls would ask
for a Mass to be said for them, highlighting the
spiritual weight of a Mass and how it can lessen
the time a person spends in purgatory before
embracing the glories of heaven. https://
aleteia.org/2017/11/07/when-padre-pio-wasvisited-by-a-soul-from-purgatory/
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She wrote:
About 20 years ago when my daughter
was in college, she called and asked me to pray
for her missing cat. At the time, Althea was
about three-years-old and had been MIA for a
few days. She and her housemates presumed
Althea had run away.
I prayed. Soon they found Althea hiding
inside under a piece of furniture. Recently, a
German shepherd had been added to the
household, and Althea obviously decided to
keep a low profile until she knew it was safe.
That was gratifying, and we felt our prayers
were answered.
God has a sense of humor, I think, because
at about the same time Garcia, her roommate’s
beautiful iguana, came walking across the yard,
headed to the front steps. He had been missing
for more than a month.
While I laughed at the happy coincidence, I
also was in awe of the power of prayer.
Garcia’s return made me realize that God gives
us what we ask and so much more.
“Therefore, I tell you, whatever you ask for in
prayer, believe that you have received it, and it
will be yours.” (Mark 11:24)
This instance of is reflective of my prayer
life. In addition to the Liturgy of the Hours,
rosary, Bible study, meal prayers, and evening
reflection, I spend my day offering prayers of
intercession and thanksgiving. I take to heart
Paul’s admonition in Thessalonians to ‘pray
continually’ and hold everyone close in prayer
while thanking our Divine Lord for all of the
wonderful people He has placed in my life.
“When we pray properly, sorrows disappear like
snow before the sun.” -St. Jean Marie Vianney

Next gathering - 11/24/2019

Page 3

Vol. 8 Issue 1

November 2019

November Calendar –
Month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory
1. Feast of All Saints – Holy day of Obligation
2. Commemoration of all of the Faithfully Departed –
Plenary Indulgence for the holy souls when one visits a
church or chapel and recites a Pater and a Credo
3. Bl. Helene Enselmini, Virgin, the Franciscan 2ndOrder; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1231
4. St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop, Franciscan Third Order
Secular, d. 1584
6. Bl. Marguerite de Lorraine, Virgin, the Franciscan 2ndOrder; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1521
8. Bl. Jean Duns Scot, Priest, religious of the Franciscan
1st Order, John Duns, commonly called Duns Scotus, was
a Scottish Catholic priest and Franciscan friar, university
professor, philosopher, and theologian. He is one of the
three most important philosopher-theologians of Western
Europe in the High Middle Ages, together with Thomas
Aquinas and William of Ockham. Born: 1266, Duns,
United Kingdom Died: November 8, 1308, Cologne,
Germany
10. Bl. Louis Guanella, Priest, Franciscan Third Order
Secular, d. 1915
11. Bl. Marie-Crucifiee, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order;
a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1745
12. Bl. Jean de la Paix, Confessor, religious of the ThirdOrder Regular, d. 1340
14. St. Nicolas Tavelic and Companions, Martyrs,
religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1391
16. St. Agnes of Assisi, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order;
a "Poor Clare" sister, Saint Agnes of Assisi, O.S.C., was
the younger sister of Saint Clare of Assisi and one of the
first abbesses of the Order of Poor Ladies. Born: 1198,
Assisi, Italy Died: November 16, 1253, Assisi, Italy
17. Bl. Jeanne de Signa, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order
Secular, d. 1307
18. Bl. Salomee de Cracovie, Virgin, the Franciscan 2ndOrder; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1268
19. St. Elizabeth of Hungry, Virgin Patroness of
Franciscan Third Order Secular, Plenary Indulgence
Also called St. Elizabeth of Thuringia, born in Hungary,
probably at Pressburg, 1207; died at Marburg, Hesse, 17
November (not 19 November), 1231. In 1228, Elizabeth
joined the Secular Franciscan Order, spending the
remaining few years of her life caring for the poor in a
hospital which she founded in honor of Saint Francis of
Assisi. Elizabeth’s health declined, and she died before
her 24th birthday in 1231. Her great popularity resulted in
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her canonization four years later. She is a Patron of the
Seculars along with St. Louis IX, King of France.
Reflection: Elizabeth understood well the lesson Jesus
taught when he washed his disciples’ feet at the Last
Supper: The Christian must be one who serves the
humblest needs of others, even if one serves from an
exalted position. Of royal blood, Elizabeth could have
lorded it over her subjects. Yet she served them with such
a loving heart that her brief life won for her a special
place in the hearts of many. Elizabeth is also an example
to us in her following the guidance of a spiritual director.
Growth in the spiritual life is a difficult process. We can
play games very easily if we don’t have someone to
challenge us. https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saintelizabeth-of-hungary/
22. Bl. Salvator Lilli, Priest, religious of the Franciscan
1st Order, martyr 1895
24. Bl. Timothy Trajonowski, lay brother, Conventual
religious, martyr 1942
26. St. Leonard de Port-Maurice, Priest, religious of the
Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1751
27. St. Francois-Antoine Fasani, Priest, Conventual
religious, d. 1742
28. St. Jacques de la Marche, Priest, religious of the
Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1476
29. Saints of the Seraphic Order, On November 29, the
Church celebrates the many Franciscan saints who
followed in the footsteps of St. Francis. It is a special day
for all Franciscans to celebrate the feast of ‘All the Saints
of the Seraphic Order.’

According to tradition, St. Francis of Assisi prayed the
following prayer before receiving the stigmata:
“O Lord Jesus Christ, two favors I beg of you before I
die. The first is that I may, as far as it is possible, feel in
my soul and in my body the suffering in which you, O
gentle Jesus, sustained in your bitter passion. And the
second favor is that I, as far as it is possible, may receive
in my heart that excessive charity by which you, the Son
of God, were inflamed, and which actuated you willingly
to suffer so much for us sinners.” In response to his
earnest prayer, the Lord appeared in the form of a seraph,
or a six-winged angel (They are usually considered the
highest order of angelic beings, immediately above the
Cherubim, and their special duty is to love God). From
CNA
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Important: Padre Pio Fraternity Annual Retreat
Put Saturday, Dec 7, 2019 on your calendar! The retreat is 9:00 am - 4:00 pm in the Founders Room at St.
Francis of Assisi Church in Raleigh. Registration and coffee 8:30 am. $12.00 for lunch and refreshments. Sign
up was at the October Gathering..
The theme of the retreat is "The Humility of the Incarnation.” The Retreat Director will be Jenn
Fiduccia, Director of Formation at St. Francis. Jenn has worked in professional ministry for over twenty years
beginning in music ministry, moving to youth ministry, and eventually onto adult formation and the RCIA. She
began her service at St. Francis in 2011, where she now oversees the team that handles cradle-to-grave
catechetical formation and sacramental preparation for the parish. Jenn holds a degree in vocal performance
from New York University, a Certificate in Church Management from Villanova University, and a Masters in
Theological Studies from the University of Dallas. She is working towards her second Masters in Catechetical
Ministry at UD while helping the Neuhoff School of Ministry there to develop a co-curricular course focusing
on the spiritual and human aspects of lay ecclesial formation. When she’s not ministering at St. Francis,
studying, or playing chauffeur for the kids, she spends her time writing music, baking, camping with the
family, and enjoying good food and wine with friends.

Our Fraternity Members Spoke at Immaculate
Conception Roman Catholic Church in Durham
We were blessed to have been invited to talk about the
Secular Franciscans at an event sponsored by Father Hugh
Macsherry, OFM who is offering a series on Franciscan
Spirituality, and he wanted us to fill in the pieces with the
Secular Franciscans Order.
Thursday evening, September 26, we offered an overview of
how it is to live as a Secular Franciscan and our history. The
evening started with a welcome by Father Hugh. Lee
Cunningham OFS gave a history of our order. Lynn Oeser, OFS,
Phil Rzewnicki, OFS, Anna Rzewnicki, OFS Dave Shick, OFS
and Victoria Romero, OFS shared their Franciscan Heart. Ellen provided an overview of the path to becoming
a Secular Franciscan. Everyone contributed to the discussion and asked questions. There were 15 participants
from Immaculate Conception and several have asked for follow-up information.
We were also invited to set up a table with materials at the Immaculate Conception Peace Fair which was
held after masses September 28-29. The table was hosted by Lynn, Anna, Maureen, Lee and Ellen. It’s always
a blessing to share our Secular Franciscan charism. Several people signed up for more information. A thank
you to Fr. Hugh Macsherry, OFM and Maryann Crea, Director of Justice and Peace. By Ellen Ferrone, OFS

Another Secular Canonized - St. Marguerite Bays
A Swiss lay woman and Franciscan tertiary, Marguerite Bays, was canonized by Pope Francis on Sunday,
October 13, 2019. She was born in La Pierraz, in the Swiss Canton of Fribourg. In 1815, Marguerite was the
second of seven children who grew up in a farming family. When she was 15 years olf, she began her
apprenticeship as a seamstress, a skill she practiced all her life. Most of Marguerite’s life was spent caring for
her family. She developed the stigmata, the crucifixion wounds of Jesus on her hands, feet and chest. At first
she kept it secret, but the news soon leaked out. From: Vatican News
Newsletter
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Regional Visitation October 2017
Fraternal Visitor: DorothyAnn Rowland,
OFS, BSSF Regional Minister
Pastoral Visitor: Joanita Nellenbach, OFS,
Spiritual Assistant to the Franciscan Martyrs
of Siroki Brijeg Fraternity Blairsville, Ga.
Observers: Newly elected Area 3
Councilors, Martha Roman, OFS, and Ellen
Ferrone, OFS also participated in our
visitation.
First photo to the left: Joanita Nellenbach,
OFS, DorothyAnn Rowland, OFS, and
Martha Roman, OFS during the welcoming
dinner at Capri Restaurant in Raleigh. The
Padre Pio Fraternity Council and a few other
members attended.
Next picture to the left: Martha Roman,
OFS, Louis Coker, OFS, our Treasurer,
DorothyAnn Rowland, OFS and Ellen
Ferrone, OFS during the evaluation. In the
background Joanita Nellenbach, OFS can be
seen with Lynn Oeser, OFS our Formation
Director.
For the October 27 gathering, Chris Peffley
OFS presented “Seeing and Loving” from
Franciscan Prayer, by Ilia Delio, Chapter 7.
Father Steve Kluge, OFM gave his usual
excellent presentation on Social Justice,
using prisoners on death row as an example.
DorothyAnn and Martha shown relaxing
during the break in the fraternity gathering.
DorothyAnn and Joanita finish the gathering
with the Prayer for Pastoral or Fraternal
Visit (The SFO Ritual).
We wish to thank our visitors for their
congenial presence along with their pastoral
and fraternal guidance during this visitation.
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