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Dark Times in a Pandemic World 

SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2020
Governor Roy Cooper today ordered all K-12 public schools 
in North Carolina to close for a minimum of two weeks in 
response to COVID-19. The Executive Order also bans 
gatherings of more than 100 people.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It is with sadness,  but  more 
importantly with  the gift 
of  hope,  that I share  this 
news with you. 

Based  on  new  guidance 
f r o m  s t a t e a n d 
national officials  regarding  the 
great need to further limit the 
numbers of people gathered, so 
as to prevent the spread of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19), I 
have asked that all public daily 
and weekend  Masses in the 

Diocese of Raleigh be suspended  at this time  until further 
notice. ….. 

Bishop Luis R. Zamara, Diocese of Raleigh
See page 6.
 
“Let nothing trouble you, let nothing make you afraid. 
All things pass away. God never changes. Patience 
obtains everything. God alone is enough.”

 – Saint Teresa of Avila
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Council Members 

Spiritual Assistant: 
Fr. Steve Kluge, 

OFM 
Minister: 

Lee Cunningham, 

OFS 
Vice Minister: 

Vacant 

Formation Director: 
S. Lynn Oeser, OFS 

Treasurer 
Louis Coker, OFS 

Secretary: 
Michael Hancock, 

OFS 

Councilors: 
Ellen Ferrone, OFS 

(JPIC Animator) 

Suzie Nelson, OFS 
Maureen Copan, OFS 

(Appointed) 

BSSF Region 
Minister: 

DorothyAnn 

Rowland, OFS 
Area 3 Councilors : 
Ellen Ferrone, OFS 

Martha Roman, OFS

I love you this much!

 

The Padre Pio Secular Franciscan Fraternity
Raleigh, NC 

Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis Region 
Your Council wishes you a Holy End to Lent 

and a most Joyful Easter 

Apostolates 

For JPIC & Oak City 
Cares, Email Ellen 

Ferrone, OFS
(OCC See p6)

For CPO or Library: 
Email Maureen 

Copan, OFS 

For Hospitality: Email 

Gladys Whitehouse, 
OFS 

For Prayer Requests: 

Email Joanne Jacovec, 
OFS 

For the Scrapbook: 
Email Jeanette 
Cottone, OFS 

For Sunshine: 
Call Marge Zombek, 

OFS 

For the Newsletter: 
Zubair Simonson, 

OFS

For the Website: 

Email Sharon 
Winzeler, OFS 
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Recent Fraternity News  

Lynn Oeser, OFS informs us, “It 
is our joy and privilege to announce 
that after three years of formation, 
discernment and fulfillment of   all 
requirements according to the Rule 
and S ta tu t e s o f t he Secu la r 
Franciscan Order, each of our nine 
candidates made a request in writing 
to the council of the Padre Pio 
Fraternity for permanent profession 
into the Secular Franciscan Order.

The requests were presented to 
the council for a vote on March 14, 
(Zoom Meeting) and the council 
app roved fo r t he pe rmanen t 
profession of Jeanne Casciere, OFS, 
Joan Monti, OFS, Mike Oeser, OFS, 
Alexandra Rommel, OFS, Anna 
Rzewnicki, OFS, Deacon Phil 
Rzewnicki, OFS, Dave Shick, OFS, 
Ben Whitehouse, OFS, and Gladys 
Whitehouse, OFS.

May we join one another in 
prayer for this joyful news and look 
forward with joy to the day that we 
will be together to Celebrate the Rite 
of Permanent Profession with our 
brothers and sisters.” 

Our Minister Steps Down

“As most of you know from 
Victoria Romero, OFS sharing her 
Franciscan Heart at the October 
Fraternity Gathering, Victoria has a 
very demanding job. Victoria’s work 
is actually a calling, a ministry. For 
those of you who are not familiar, 
Victoria works with our most 
vulnerable, immigrants who have 
mental health challenges.   In a 
normal world these are very 
c h a l l e n g i n g e n c o u n t e r s . S o 

magnified by the COVID-19, her 
clients are even more at risk.”

“We are all called at different 
times, we are so grateful for the 
leadership Victoria has provided over 
these past 16 months. We pray for 
Victoria, her family and her clients. 
We know Victoria will continue to be 
a vibrant presence to our Fraternity.

According to the General 
Constitutions, the Vice Minister, will 
assume the role of Minister. I look 
forward to working with you all, 
today and going forward. Please let 
myself or anyone on the Council 
know if you have any questions.”
By Lee Cunningham, OFS

Happy April Birthdays

April 13 

Marge Zombek, OFS 

April 29  

Louis Coker, OFS 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Send a card!

Victoria

Lee
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Our National DataBase 

For a number of years, the National Fraternity has maintained a national database 
of fraternities and its members. It is an important source of information not only for the 
National Fraternity, but also for Regional and local fraternities. The Database contains 
administrative information about each fraternity, as well as details about each member 
and the dates of the formation stages each has achieved. There are four basic 
membership categories: Fully Professed; Candidates; Inactive Members and Deceased 
Members.  Starting December 2020, the number of fraternity members listed in the 
database will be the number used to establish the Fair Share amount for our region.  
The good news is that our fraternity has always maintained an accurate and current 
database for each member. We have been using it as the source of our Fair Share 
number counts for a number of years. Louis Coker OFS is the fraternity’s appointed 
NAFRA Database manager. He said, “The National office is ramping up use of the 
database and requiring all local fraternities to be compliant with current membership r 
National Data base-information”. “Yes, there are some ‘quirks’ with the system, but the 
National office is addressing these issues in an effort to update the system and make it 
more user friendly.” For more information, see the Winter 2019 issue of Tau-USA.

Churches Closed 

Above is the scene Zubair saw when he went to the diocesan office for mass. Churches and 
gatherings of more than 10 persons are not permitted at this time. Where I live, no visitors are permitted 
at all. So, we are not having a communion service here but we can get together for a prayer service. That 
is at social distancing of course. Thank God for electronics. Not only can I get EWTN’s mass or The 
Word on Fire Daily Mass, The Divine Office is on my iPhone as well as many good You Tube video’s 
for entertainment. I watched the 10th Anniversary Show for Les Miserables, Gibson’s The Passion of the 
Christ and enjoyed revisiting Puccini’s La Boheme. One good friend gave me Ed Sri’s book, No Greater 
Love - an excellent book to read for Lent. For all of us, now is a time to be alone with the One who truly 
loves us.  Lenten Mediations, Stations of the Cross, the Rosary and a good book not only help us to pass 
the lonely hours away but to become closer to He who is most important in our lives. That’s the way St. 
Francis got closer, alone with Him. And, St. Clare would like to help us to become experts on 
“contemplation.” Be patient as St. Teresa of Avila tells us. “ All things are passing away,” even 
Corvid-19. 
By Frank Peluso, OFS (Notice I added a special date on calendar for May 18 on page 4)
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April – Month of the Holy Eucharist and the Holy Spirit

1. Bl. Elisabeth Vendramini, Virgin, religious of the Third-Order Regular, d. 1860 
3. St. Benedict the Moor, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1589 
4. Bl. Guillaume de Sicli, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1404  
5. St. Crescentia Hoess, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1744 
6. Bl. Angele Salawa, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1922 During World War I, she worked in 
hospitals, tending prisoners of war without regard for their nationality. 
7. Bl. Mary Assunta, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1925  
8. Bl. Julian of St. Augustine, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1606 
9. Holy Thursday
10. Good Friday 
12. Easter Sunday
13. Bl. Isabelle Rovira, Virgin, Capuchin religious, martyr, 1937
14. Bl. Lidwyne de Schiedam, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1433. 
15. Bl. Gandolph of Binasco, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1260  
16. St. Benedict-Joseph Labre, Confessor, Cordbearer, d. 1783 Plenary Indulgence for Cordbearers. 
Anniversary of the profession of St. Francis (1209) 
17. Bl. Paul de St. Madeleine, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, martyr 1643  
18. Bl. Andre Hibernon, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1734  
19. Bl. Conrad of Ascoli, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1289 
20. Bl. Anastase Pankewicz, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, martyr 1942  
21. Bl. Francis of Fabriano, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1322  
22. St. Conrad de Parzham, lay brother, Capuchin religious, d. 1894  
23. Bl. Giles of Assisi, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1262  
24. St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest, Capuchin, martyr 1622 
26. Bl. Pierre De Pethancourt, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1667
27. St. Zita of Lucca, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1278 
28. St. Paul of the Cross, Priest, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another religious institute, d. 
1775; Bl. Luchesius, 1st Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1260 Plenary Indulgence for Franciscan Third 
Order Seculars (renewal of Tertiary Engagements)  
29. Bl. Benedict of Urbino, Priest, Capuchin, d. 1625  
30. St. Joseph Benedict Cottolengo, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1842
*******It will be interesting to watch our own Zubair’s interview on The Journey Home with Marcus 
Grodi on the EWTN  TV network on May 18, 2020 at 8 PM*******.Per Frank Peluso, OFS

The summit of the Liturgical Year is the Easter Triduum—from the evening of Holy Thursday to the 
evening of Easter Sunday. Though chronologically three days, they are liturgically one day unfolding for us the 
unity of Christ's Paschal Mystery.
The single celebration of the Triduum marks the end of the Lenten season, and leads to the Mass of the 
Resurrection of the Lord at the Easter Vigil. USCCB
The liturgical services that take place during the Triduum are:
▪ Mass of the Lord's Supper - Thursday, April 9, 2020
▪ Good Friday of the Lord's Passion - Friday, April 10, 2020
▪ Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord - Sunday, April 12, 2020

Daily and Sunday Mass and the Easter Triduum may be watched on EWTN if we are not able to attend 
church. 

http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-benedict-the-moor.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-benedict-the-moor.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-benedict-the-moor.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-crescentia-hoess.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-crescentia-hoess.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-mary-assunta-pallotta.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-mary-assunta-pallotta.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-julian-of-saint-augustine.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-julian-of-saint-augustine.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gandolph.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gandolph.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gandolph.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-benedict-joseph-labre.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-benedict-joseph-labre.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-benedict-joseph-labre.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-andrew-of-hibernon.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-andrew-of-hibernon.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-conrad-of-ascoli.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-conrad-of-ascoli.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-francis-of-fabriano.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-francis-of-fabriano.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-conrad-of-parzham.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-conrad-of-parzham.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-giles-of-assisi.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-giles-of-assisi.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-fidelis-of-sigmaringen.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-fidelis-of-sigmaringen.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-zita.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-luchesio-modestini.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-luchesio-modestini.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-luchesio-modestini.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/benedict-of-urbino.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/benedict-of-urbino.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-joseph-benedict-cottolengo.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-joseph-benedict-cottolengo.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-benedict-the-moor.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-benedict-the-moor.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-benedict-the-moor.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-crescentia-hoess.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-crescentia-hoess.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-mary-assunta-pallotta.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-mary-assunta-pallotta.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-julian-of-saint-augustine.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-julian-of-saint-augustine.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gandolph.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gandolph.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gandolph.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-benedict-joseph-labre.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-benedict-joseph-labre.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-benedict-joseph-labre.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-andrew-of-hibernon.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-andrew-of-hibernon.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-conrad-of-ascoli.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-conrad-of-ascoli.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-francis-of-fabriano.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-francis-of-fabriano.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-conrad-of-parzham.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-conrad-of-parzham.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-giles-of-assisi.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-giles-of-assisi.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-fidelis-of-sigmaringen.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-fidelis-of-sigmaringen.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-zita.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-luchesio-modestini.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-luchesio-modestini.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-luchesio-modestini.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/benedict-of-urbino.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/benedict-of-urbino.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-joseph-benedict-cottolengo.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-joseph-benedict-cottolengo.html


Volume 8, Issue 6   Rejoice, Always Rejoice April 2020

Padre Pio Fraternity No Gatherings Until ? Page 5

Oak City Cares During Restrictions  

  Sharon Winzeler, OFS remarked, “Jeanne, Ellen and I are pictured here with 
Tosheria Brown and Kitty Banks of Oak City Cares. Many thanks to generous 
fraternity members who donated packaged items. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On Thursday morning, Jeanne, Sharon and Ellen put together 150 bags of 

donated items at Oak City Cares. These were items donated from our Fraternity 
Members. It’s not our usual hot food like baked ziti, baked beans, fresh salad, it’s a 
variety of prepackaged items that will help keep our friends fed. 

The bags were stored in the Meditation Room for Distribution on Saturday. The 
bags that are ready to go are under the table, with additional donated foods on the 
table. The donations are peanut butter, crackers, cups of apple sauce or fruit, a salty 
item and something sweet. By Ellen Ferrone, OFS

(With the daily news changing, it is not certain what we will be able to do for the 
homeless next month. Watch for Sharon’s email.)

An Extraordinary Urbi et orbi 

By Vatican News
Pope Francis stood before a deserted St Peter's Square to deliver an 

extraordinary Urbi et orbi blessing for an end to the coronavirus pandemic. There, 
accompanied by the icon of Mary Salus Populi Romani and the crucifix from the 
church of San Marcello, he asked the faithful to turn to Jesus and hand Him their 
fears, so that He may conquer them. 

"Embracing the Lord in order to embrace hope: that is the strength of faith, 
which frees us from fear and gives us hope.” -Pope Francis

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/pope-francis-urbi-et-orbi-blessing-coronavirus.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/pope-francis-urbi-et-orbi-blessing-coronavirus.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/pope-francis-urbi-et-orbi-blessing-coronavirus.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/pope-francis-urbi-et-orbi-blessing-coronavirus.html
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Coronavirus Statement (See front page):

Brothers and Sisters:
It will be some weeks, or even months, until we can meet again. The outbreak of COVID-19has, 

for the time, barred us from attending Mass, from meeting one another in fraternity. But every day is 
still a chance to grow in faith. We can still keep our Lenten vows. We can still pray, for the world 
and for one another. No matter the circumstances, we can always allow love to be kindled in our 
hearts.

The prospect of not being able to meet on Easter Day is indeed saddening. But this situation at 
hand will eventually pass. And when it passes, we will meet again, perhaps with renewed 
appreciation for one another. It will be so very refreshing to meet once again, to know, as never 
before, what a blessing fraternity gives to us: a chance to see the smiling face of Christ in one 
another.

If we would be able to look upon one another with renewed eyes, then perhaps we will have a 
glimmer of that greater Truth we celebrate on Easter: there really is a Resurrection. 

But until that day, please keep safe. By Zubair Simonson, OFS

"A Catholic's Guide for Social Distancing"

Brothers and Sisters,

If much of your time has opened up, and you find yourself in need to fill those hours, there is no 
shortage of lists of book and film recommendations. Here are two:

https://bustedhalo.com/life-culture/10-books-every-catholic-should-read
https://churchpop.com/2019/07/25/looking-for-something-to-watch-here-are-12-great-catholic-
movies/

If social distancing shall continue into the month of May, please feel free to text some of the titles 
that have stirred your faith to 917-531-0354, and I will compile a list to share with you in our next 
newsletter. By Zubair Simonson, OFS

Chesterton quote:

On the third day the friends of Christ coming at daybreak to the place found the grave empty and the 
stone rolled away.  In varying ways they realized the new wonder; but even they hardly realized that 
the world had died in the night.  What they were looking at was the first day of a new creation, with 
a new heaven and a new earth; and in a semblance of the gardener God walked again in the garden, 
in the cool not of the evening but of the dawn. -the Everlasting Man

“Man does not live by soap alone; and hygiene, or even health, is not much 
good unless you can take a healthy view of it or, better still, feel a healthy 
indifference to it.”  -Gilbert K. Chesterton
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https://www.azquotes.com/author/2799-Gilbert_K_Chesterton
https://bustedhalo.com/life-culture/10-books-every-catholic-should-read
https://churchpop.com/2019/07/25/looking-for-something-to-watch-here-are-12-great-catholic-movies/
https://churchpop.com/2019/07/25/looking-for-something-to-watch-here-are-12-great-catholic-movies/
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