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Welcome! 

Our monthly gathering on May 22 at St. 
Francis Church was a special one indeed. 
It was the Ceremony of Introduction and 
Welcome of Inquirers, in which all of us 
were very pleased to welcome Peggy 
Dennison (sponsored by Maureen 
Copan, OFS), Bob Marge (sponsored by 
Michael Hancock, OFS), Maria Marge 
(sponsored by Char Witosky, OFS), Judy 
Newell (sponsored by Lee Cunningham, 
OFS), Debbie Warwick (sponsored by 

Victoria Romero, OFS), and Marianne Norris (sponsored by Dianne Greet, OFS) all officially 
moved forward in their Franciscan journey as inquirers. That we have six men and women who 
have joined our fraternity as inquirers, along with those who joined us as candidates this past fall, 
is testament that the Franciscan spirit is thriving in our area. We are very blessed! 

The Ceremony of Sponsorship likewise was held, in which we took time to bless those who are 
sponsoring our candidates, to keep on growing in faith and relationship as the journey continues 
for all of us.   

Profession Anniversaries 

This June will two years since Jeanne Casciere, OFS, Joan Monti, OFS, Michael Oeser, OFS, 
Alexandra Rommel, OFS, Deacon Phil Rznewicki, OFS, Anna Rznewicki, OFS, David Shick, 
OFS, Ben Whitehouse, OFS, and Gladys Whitehouse, OFS, as well as six years since Dianne 
Greet, OFS, Marie Roccoforte, OFS, and Victoria Romero, OFS, all professed.  
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Holy Father’s Intentions for June – 

Families 

We pray for Christian families around the 
world; may they embody and experience 
unconditional love and advance in holiness 
in their daily lives. 

Candidates’ Corner –  

MaryLou Holloway 

 

My name is MaryLou Holloway. I was born 
on January 8 in Philadelphia, PA. I came to 
Durham 6 years ago as a compromise with 
my husband Tom who didn't want to live in 
Florida. Tom and I were married for 53 
years when he passed away 3 years ago. We 
have 2 daughters. One lives in Burlington 
NC and one still lives in PA. My one 
granddaughter is attending Greensboro 
College so I get to see her often.  
  
I started life as a 2nd-grade teacher and 
taught for 8 years and then went on to get an 
accounting degree. I worked for Prudential 
when it was under contract to AARP. 
Finally, I learned the Oracle Database. 
Oracle asked if I wanted a job as a 
consultant setting up databases, and I 
accepted. My job at Oracle allowed me to 

travel many times to Europe as well as the 
US. 
  
I am a daily Mass person and always want to 
learn more about God so was drawn to 
seeing what being a Secular Franciscan was 
about. 

Candidates’ Corner –  
Maureen McFadden 

 

   I was born on January 18, 1942, to Alice 
Leary O'Connor and F. Wilson O'Connor. 
My parents named me Maureen....a fine 
Irish name! I graduated from Catholic 
grammar school and high school. In 1963 I 
received a BS in Elementary Education from 
the University of Connecticut. In August of 
that year, I got married. My six children 
were born by 1970. I volunteered at their 
school and taught CCD at our church. 
    In 1981 our family moved to Amherst, 
NH. I taught 6th grade at Infant Jesus School 
until 2003. I taught CCD at the parish there, 
too! My husband became ill in 2001 and was 
unable to work. We sold our home and 
moved to Florida in December 2003. He 
passed away in February 2004 

I decided to move to Raleigh. My daughter 
had 4-year-old twin girls and a baby on the 
way. I arrived here in March 2006 and 
joined St. Francis Parish. I have been active 
in many of our ministries over the years. 
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On-Going Formation 

Deacon Phil Rznewicki, OFS, led 
On-Going Formation at our May 
22 gathering as we explored 
Chapter 6 of Ilia Delio’s The 
Humility of God. He gave his 
p e r s o n a l r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e 
reflection questions: 

1.How do you accept people 
who are different from you? 
Are you open to them or do 
you avoid them? 

2.Do you respect people of 
other religions or cultures or do 
you see yourself as better than 
others? 

3.How does living in Christ 
help you become a bridge to 
other people? 

4.How can deepening your life 
in the humility of God help you 
to see the face of God in the 
stranger? 

After which we broke into small 
groups and shared our own 
personal reflections with one 
another. 

  

Council Members 

Spiritual Assistant: 

Fr. Hugh Macsherry, OFM 

Minister: 

Sharon Winzeler, OFS 

Vice Minister: 

Ellen Ferrone, OFS 

Forma5on Director: 

Charlo:e Witosky, OFS 

Treasurer: 

Zubair Simonson, OFS 

Secretary: 

Anna Rzewnicki, OFS 

Councilors: 

Dave Shick, OFS 

Joan MonG, OFS 

Jeanne Casciere, OFS 

BSSF Region  

Minister: 

DorothyAnn Rowland, 

OFS 

Area 3 Councilors: 

Ellen Ferrone, OFS 

Martha Roman, OFS 

Apostolates 

For JPIC:  

Email Ellen Ferrone, OFS 

For the website: 

Email Sharon Winzeler, OFS 

For Oak City Cares:  

Email Lee Cunningham, OFS, 
or Marylou Holoway, OFS  

For CPO or Library: 

Email Maureen Copan, OFS  

For Hospitality:  

Email Gladys Whitehouse, 
OFS 

For Prayer Requests: 

Email Deacon Phil 
Rzewnicki, OFS 

For Scrapbook: 

Email Jeanette Cottone, OFS 

For Sunshine: 

Email Mayra Rangel 

For the Newsletter: 

Email Zubair Simonson, OFS 
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Grounded in the World: Living Franciscan Spirituality in the 21st Century 

Thirty of our Padre Pio Fraternity members took a break from our routines and spent the May 
13-15 weekend on retreat at the St. Francis Springs Prayer Center in Stoneville, N.C.  

In the center’s peaceful, wooded setting, we enjoyed good food, fellowship, and quiet walks 
along paths that led some of us to an outdoors Stations of the Cross, a labyrinth, and benches, 
where we could reflect on what we heard and discussed in presentations by Fr. Steve Kluge, 
OFM, over meals and during times for fellowship.  

We were invited to consider just a few questions: “Who are You, Lord, and who am I?” and 
“What did Jesus discover about the Father? About Himself?” In the evening, we enjoyed 
comfortable indoor gathering spaces where our conversations continued amongst ourselves and 
with Fr. Kluge and Fr. Hugh Macsherry, OFM. 

 

Our retreat booklets - Stations of St. Francis and St. Clare - prepared by Fr. Kluge - guided our 
discussions and reflection times, leading us to consider the circumstances of our own birth, our 
Baptism, our family home, memories we hold from our formative years, and the stations of our 
own lives. – Anna Rznewicki, OFS  

*If you would like to donate to the Padre Pio Fraternity via Zelle, the email address linked to 
the bank account is: secularppt995@gmail.com  

Our website is at: https://ofscentralnc.org/ 

mailto:secularppt995@gmail.com
https://ofscentralnc.org/
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The Value of Time by Rachel Bongiorno, OFS 

The sun comes up and the sun goes down 
Time ticks by 
We wake, then sleep 
We live each day working for money to eat and pay for homes we spend little time at 
Oblivious of one another 

 

I look around me and see how lost we are as people 
I see the sadness in our eyes 

How guarded we all are 
How we avoid thinking about death  
How ferociously we protect ourselves from unseen fears 
How bad we all just want to be loved and understood 
How little faith we have anymore 

I see all of the golden calves we worship,  
same disobedience with a different name but it is all the same 
It makes my heart sad. After everything… 
Why haven’t we learned? 

Imagine a world where God loves us so much, He came down to it in our own form so we could 
understand. And we killed Him.  

Yet, he still forgave us. 

How great a love we are given. I feel so unworthy. 

I look at the trees and I find comfort in the breeze caressing them 
The ants march along about their business 
puffy white clouds float by 
the sun shines through the branches casting rays of light  
I watch the birds flying, dancing in the sky 
I think to myself that they are all doing exactly as God intended. It is that simple. 

I question what are we really doing with the time we have been given. What am I really doing? 
What would I do if I was told that at any moment it could be my last?  
I think about my dad. The invincible man of little words 

Each day is a gift. And time is more precious than gold 
How would I change. How would I react. What would truly matter. 

So, I say… Lord, what would you have me do?  



Volume 10 Issue 8 June  2022

Newsletter Page 6

Words of Faith by Padre Pio: 

“O Sacred Heart of Jesus, for whom it is 
impossible not to have compassion on the 
afflicted, have pity on us miserable sinners 
and grant us the grace which we ask of you, 
through the Sorrowful and Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, your tender mother and 
ours.” 

https://www.padrepio.org/pray/efficacious-
novena/ 

Items of Interest: 

-Dave Shick, OFS, will be leading our next 
gathering’s On-Going Formation, 
discussing Chapter 7 of Ilia Delio’s The 
Humility of God. 

-Our next hot meal service at Oak City 
Cares will be on June 25. Keep an eye out 
for the email if you are interested in 
volunteering! 

-Please let Ellen Ferrone, OFS, or Sharon 
Winzeler, OFS, know by June 26 if you 
would be interested in attending the next 
ARG Meeting which will be at Ridgecrest, 
in Black Mountain, NC, on August 19-21. 

-There are many responsibilities that come 
with being a sponsor, and aiding our 
candidates and inquirers along in their 
Franciscan journeys. The forms clarifying 
the duties of a sponsor are available here: 
h t t p s : / / d r i v e . g o o g l e . c o m / f i l e / d /
1JTsk0uEU2hsJW9DnEqGkAVdhe88HWaJy/view?
usp=sharing  

 

Sr. Maryann Jenkins, OSC – June 2 

Frank Peluso, OFS – June 12 

Joanne Jacovec, OFS – June 19 

Sr. Sharon Ratteree, OSC – June 19 

Sr. Mary Marguerite John, OSC – June 21 

O God, may the votive commemoration 
of St. Anthony, your confessor and 
doctor, be a joy to your Church, that she 
may always be fortified with spiritual 
assistance and deserve to enjoy eternal 
happiness. Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. https://www.reflections-dmf-
ofs.org/june 

  Our next fraternity gathering will be on June 26, at the  
Church of St Francis of Assisi 

https://www.padrepio.org/pray/efficacious-novena/
https://www.padrepio.org/pray/efficacious-novena/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JTsk0uEU2hsJW9DnEqGkAVdhe88HWaJy/view?usp=sharing%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JTsk0uEU2hsJW9DnEqGkAVdhe88HWaJy/view?usp=sharing%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.reflections-dmf-ofs.org/june
https://www.reflections-dmf-ofs.org/june
https://www.reflections-dmf-ofs.org/june
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June – Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
 
1. Bl. Felix of Nicosia, lay brother, Capuchin religious. d/ 1787 
2. Bl. John Pelingotto, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1304 
3. Bl. Andrew of Spello, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1254 
4. St. Francois Caracciolo, Priest, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another 
religious Institute, d. 1608 
5. Bl Pacific of Cerano, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1482 
6. Bl. Lawrence of Villamagna, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1535 
7. Bl. Himiliana Cerchi, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1246 
8. Bl. Nicolas de Gesturi, lay brother, Capuchin religious, d. 1958 
9. Bl. Innocent Guz, Priest, Conventual religious, martyr 1940 
10. Bl. Edouard Poppe, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1924 
11. Bl. Yolanda of Hungary, Virgin, of the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1298 
12. Bl. Floride Cevoli, Virgin, Capuchin religious, d. 1767 
12. The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
13. St. Anthony of Padua, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1231 Plenary 
Indulgence for cordbearers 
14. Bl. Zephirin Jimenez, Martyr, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1936 
15. St. Vincenta Gerosa, Virgin, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another religious 
Institute, d. 1847, and Saint Mary Bartholomea Capitanio. 
16. Bl. Marie-Therese Scherer, Virgin, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another 
religious Institute, d. 1888 
17. Bl. Peter Gambacorti, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1435 
18. Bl. Guy of Cortona, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1250 
19. Bl. Achille Puchata, Priest, Conventual religious, martyr 1943 
20. Bl. Micheline de Pesaro, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1356 
21. Bl. Herman Stapien, Priest, Conventual religious, martyr 1943 
22. St. Thomas More, Martyr, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1943 
23. St. Joseph Cafasso, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1860 
24. Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
25. Bl. Bienvenu de Gubbio, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1232 
26. Bl. Frederick Jassoone, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1916 
27. Bl. Marguerite Baeys, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1879 
28. St. Barthelemie Capitanio, Virgin, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another 
religious Institute, d. 1833 
29. Sts. Peter and Paul, Holy Day of Obligation, Plenary Indulgence 
30. Bl. Raymond Lulle, Martyr, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1315 

“All things of creation are children of the Father and thus brothers of man. ... God wants us to help 
animals, if they need help. Every creature in distress has the same right to be protected. “   
~ St. Francis of Assisi 

"Our body is not made of iron. Our strength is not that of stone. Live and hope in the Lord, 
and let your service be according to reason."  ~ St. Clare of Assisi 

https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-felix-of-nicosia.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-felix-of-nicosia.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-john-pelingotto.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-john-pelingotto.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-andrew-of-spello.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-andrew-of-spello.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-pacific-of-cerano.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-pacific-of-cerano.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-lawrence-of-villamagna.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-lawrence-of-villamagna.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-humiliana-cerchi.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-humiliana-cerchi.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-yolanda-of-hungary.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-yolanda-of-hungary.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-anthony-of-padua.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-anthony-of-padua.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-anthony-of-padua.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-vincenta-gerosa.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-vincenta-gerosa.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-vincenta-gerosa.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/peter-gambacorti-of-pisa.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/peter-gambacorti-of-pisa.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-guy-of-cortona.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-guy-of-cortona.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-thomas-more.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-thomas-more.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-joseph-cafasso.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-joseph-cafasso.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-joseph-cafasso.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-benvenute-of-gubbio.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-benvenute-of-gubbio.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-frederick-jassoone.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-frederick-jassoone.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-raymond-lull.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-raymond-lull.html
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1652041/Clare-of-Assisi-Our-body-is-not-made-of-iron-Our-strength-is-not-that-of-stone-Live-and
https://quotefancy.com/quote/1652041/Clare-of-Assisi-Our-body-is-not-made-of-iron-Our-strength-is-not-that-of-stone-Live-and
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