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Padre Pio Fraternity
Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis 

Divinization Final Topic of Humility of God Study
  Fr. Hugh Macsherry, OFM, led us in ongoing   

formation at our July 24 gathering as we explored the final 
chapter of Ilia Delio’s The Humility of God, about the very 
profound topic of Divination, becoming more like God.  

Becoming more like Christ is for each and all of us, and 
we do not by any means lose our personal and unique 
character by seeking to become more like Him. In fact, 
we become more ourselves, as we each were uniquely 
created by the Creator, by seeking to be more like Him. 
Divinization is, of course, the work of grace in our lives. 
Hell, on the other hand, is the loss of our character, 
the final result of a lifetime of willingly and actively 
trying to be “ourselves” by standing out (pride), an 
eternity of each person there hating themselves as well 
as everyone around, with no escape. Sure, the imagery 
of fire is terrible, but the reality of hell is more miserable.

As a fraternity, we have one another, each to help the others in their pilgrim journeys, each 
being helped by the others. It is because we’ve each had the grace to be called to fraternity 
that Our Lord is able to help us seek to be more like Him, to find our true selves, and to 
enjoy it for all eternity.  

We’ve learned much from our shared exploration of The Humility of God, and, God 
willing, we’ll get to learn just as much from the next book we study together in our ongoing 
formation.  

“The one who has found his life will lose it, and the one who has lost his life on my account 
will find it.” – Matthew 10:39 

“Because Your love is better than life, my lips will praise You.” Psalm 63:3 
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Father Hugh Macsherry, OFM
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Holy Father’s Intentions for August – 

Small Businesses  
We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in the midst of 
economic and social crises. May they find ways to 
continue operating, and serving their communities. 

Candidate’s Corner – 

Anne Evangelista 

I was born on May 7, in Syracuse, New York. My family moved to 
North Carolina shortly after my sister was born and I grew up just 
outside Greensboro. I graduated from the University of South 
Carolina with a B.A. in Political Science and then came back home 
to earn my J.D. at Elon University School of Law.  
Since law school, I've worked on political campaigns, in criminal 
law and domestic violence/sexual assault, and now I work at the 
NC General Assembly as counsel in government oversight. When 
I'm not working, I love reading, exploring new restaurants and 
breweries, and playing intricate board games with friends.  
I currently attend St. Raphael's in Raleigh and absolutely love the 
Jesuits there. I came to the fraternity because my parents were 
professed about 7 years ago and I loved watching their journey and 
learning about the Franciscan charism through them.  

Profession Anniversary: 

John Halada, OFS, will be celebrating 17 years as a 
professed Secular on August 28. 

Council Members 

Spiritual Assistant: 

Fr. Hugh Macsherry, 
OFM


Minister:

Sharon Winzeler, OFS


Vice Minister: 
Ellen Ferrone, OFS


Formation Director: 
Charlotte Witosky, 

OFS


Treasurer:

Zubair Simonson, 

OFS

Secretary:


Anna Rzewnicki, OFS


Councilors:

Dave Shick, OFS

Joan Monti, OFS

Jeanne Casciere, 

OFS


BSSF Region  
Minister:


DorothyAnn Rowland, 
OFS


Area 3 Councilors: 
Ellen Ferrone, OFS


Martha Roman, OFS 
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 Apostolates

For JPIC: 

Email Ellen Ferrone, 
OFS

For the website:

Email Sharon Winzeler, 
OFS

For Oak City Cares: 

Email Lee 
Cunningham, OFS, or 
Marylou Holoway, OFS 

For CPO or Library:

Email Maureen Copan, 
OFS 

For Hospitality: 

Maureen McFadden, OFS 
Alma Hammer, OFS

For Prayer Requests:

Email Deacon Phil 
Rzewnicki, OFS

For Scrapbook:

Email Jeanette 
Cottone, OFS

For Sunshine:

Email Mayra Rangel

For the Newsletter:

Email Zubair Simonson, 
OFS

Candidate’s Corner – 

Mercedes Cooley 

I was born in Chicago, the second daughter of 8 children. I 
went to Catholic schools for 12 years, then to University of 
Illinois, Champagne, and Virginia Commonwealth University, 
where I met my husband, Bill, in Social Work grad school. 

We’ve been married 45 years and have 3 adult children who are 
all married. We have one little grandson and are expecting 2 
more this year!! We are very excited!!! 

Bill and I are both retired social workers. He retired from the 
Durham VA and I retired from Wake County Schools. We 
belong to St Michael's, in Cary. I have been active in our 
RCIA program as well as other ministries. Bill is very active 
in our recycling program. I enjoy quilting and sewing things 
for my little grandson. 

I heard about the Padre Pio fraternity from Suzie Nelson who is 
part of a spiritual direction group in which we both participate. 
She invited me to a social, the gatherings, and then a Come 
and See. The warmth, hospitality, kindness and welcoming 
of the members I met called me to step forth on this 
Franciscan Journey. I feel blessed to be a part of such a spirit 
led fraternity that does so much to help us in formation and 
following the gospel in the footsteps of St. Francis. 
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Invite Your Friends to September Come and See 
The Council is excited to host a Come & See on September 25. As most of you know 
this is the opportunity to invite guests who are curious about you, in particular your 
Franciscan Spirituality and journey. 

Do you remember who invited you to your Come & See? Did you come the first time you 
were invited? No! That’s ok, because at some point you did come and see. I remember 
the Come & See I attended. It was hosted at St Michael’s in Cary. I wasn’t invited 
by anyone. I saw this little tiny notice in the St Francis bulletin, and I wasn’t even sure 
what it was all about. Oh, but I got excited when I was there. There was this great 
energy in the room. Many had deep questions. I just soaked it all in. “Sign me up,” I 
thought to myself, “I’m ready.” I didn’t know exactly what I was ready for, but the 
Holy Spirit was sure active and prompting me along. 

So, think about who may have asked you about the Tau you wear. Or those who are 
curious about this journey you’re on and invite them. It may not be for them, but then 
again you may be just the instrument the Holy Spirit is looking for. – Ellen Ferrone, OFS 

Feast of St. Clare of Assisi is Aug. 11
Clare, a devout child, was born Chiara Offreduccio to a 
wealthy family and a pious mother. She witnessed 
Francis preaching during a Lenten service on the evening of 
Palm Sunday, at the age of eighteen. Inspired by Francis, 
she met him afterwards at the Portiuncula where he 
notoriously cut off her hair and gave her a simple robe and 
veil; thus her religious life began. Clare saw Francis as her 
spiritual father, and imitated his way of life so diligently that 
she became viewed as another Francis. Her role in 
encouraging and aiding his newly founded order was 
significant. She went on to become an abbess in an order of 
her own, the Order of the Poor Ladies, which is now the 
Poor Clares. The abbey can still be found in San Damiano. 
Both orders are known for their devotion to the Eucharist, 
poverty, and to the humble and crucified Jesus. One 
major difference is that the Franciscan friars are 
itinerant whereas the sisters live in cloistered, monastic 
communities. 

The Poor Clares continue to observe a simple life of joyous poverty, prayer, and manual 
labor with their gazes focused on the crucified Lord. Visio Divina is to gaze, consider, 
contemplate, and imitate. Her  body remains in the Basilica of St. Clare this very day. 
She has many patronages – embroiderers, needle workers, eyes, against eye 
disease, for good weather, gilders, gold workers, goldsmiths, laundry workers, 
telegraphs, telephones and television. Our fraternity maintains a relationship with the 
Poor Clares in Traverlers Rest, SC.   We celebrate her Feast Day on August 11th. – 
Rachel Bongiorno, OFS 

Our next fraternity gathering is August 28 at  St. Francis of Assisi Church.
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August – Month of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

1. St. Alphonse de Liguori, Bishop, had been a tertiary before founding or joining
another religious Institute, d. 1787 
2. Our Lady of the Angels of the Portiuncula, Plenary Indulgence possible by visiting a
church or chapel of the Franciscan 1st Order 
3. St. Pierre-Julien Eymard, Priest, had been a tertiary before founding or joining
another religious Institute, d. 1868 
4. St. Dominic, Priest, Cordbearer, d. 1221 
5. B. Marie-Francoise de Jesus, Virgin, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in
community, under a Rule], d. 1904
6. Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
7. Bl. Agathange et Cassien, Priest, Capuchin, martyr 1638 
8. St. Jean-Marie Vianney, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1859 
9. Bl. Marie-Marguerite of the Sacred Heart, Virgin, religious of the Third-Order Regular
[living in community, under a Rule], d. 1924 
10. St. Beatrice de Silva, Virgin, of the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, d.
1492
11. Bl. Innocent XI, Pope, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1689 
12. St. Clare of Assisi, Virgin, Foundress of the Poor Clares, Plenary Indulgence for
Tertiaries (Renewal of Engagements) 
13. Bl. Novellon de Faenza, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1280 
14. St. Maximilien-Marie Kolbe, Priest, Conventual religious, martyr 1941 
15. Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady 
16. Bl. Francis Chici of Pesaro, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1350 
17. St. Roch of Montpellier, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1327 
18. Blessed Martyrs of Pontons de Rochefort, d. 1794 
19. St. Jean Eudes, Priest, had been a tertiary before founding or joining another
religious Institute, d. 1680 
20. St. Louis of Anjou, Bishop of Toulouse, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1297 
21. St. Jeanne-Francoise de Chantal, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1610 
22. Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
23. Bl. Bernard of Offida, lay brother, Capuchin religious, d. 1694 
24. St. Emilie de Vialar, Virgin, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in community,
under a Rule], d. 1856 
25. St. Louis IX, King of France, Patron of Franciscan Third Order Seculars, Plenary
Indulgence for tertiaries and cordbearers
26. Bl. Pierre de Benisa, Priest, Capuchin religious, martyr 1936 
27. St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest, Cordbearer, d. 1648 
28. St. Junipero Serra, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1784 29. Bl. Jean
de Perouse, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1231 30. Bl. Juvenal
Ancina, Bishop, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1604 
31. Bl. Aurele de Vinalesa, Priest, Capuchin religious, martyr 1936

Our website is at: https://ofscentralnc.org/ 
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Words of Faith by Padre Pio: 

“Finally, we promise you, O glorious Mother of God and 
loving Mother of all, to devote ourselves whole-heartedly to 
your service, in order to hasten and assure, through the 
sovereignty of your Immaculate Heart, the coming of the 
kingdom of the Sacred Heart of your adorable Son, in our 
own hearts and in the hearts of all, in our country and in all 
the world, as in heaven, so on earth.” 

https://aleteia.org/2018/06/09/padre-pio-prayed-this-prayer-
to-the-virgin- mary-every-first-saturday/ 

Items of Interest: 

-Ongoing Formation at our August 28 gathering will be led by Gladys Whitehouse, 
OFS, and will be all about meditation and contemplation.

-Our one-day retreat is going to be on December 3, and will be led by our very own 
Joanne Jacovec, OFS, which will be followed by Mass in the chapel. Save the date!

-Our next hot meal service for Oak City Cares is going to be on Saturday, August 27. 
Serving those who are in need is always an opportunity to see the face of God, so keep 
your eyes peeled for sign-up!

-St. Michael’s Lent, in which St. Francis prayed a daily chaplet, will be August 15-
September 29 

September Birthdays
Sr. Rucia Rauton, OSC – August 3 
Fr. Steve Kluge, OFM – August 7 
Henry Simms, OFS – August 10
 Kiki McAllister, OFS – August 14 

Sr. Nancy Shively, OSC – August 25 
 Valorie Davis, OFS – August 31 

Hail, His Palace. 
Hail His Tabernacle. 
Hail His Robe. 
Hail His Handmaid. 
Hail, His Mother. 
-from St. Francis’ prayer praising Mary




