
Minister’s Memo

Have you ever noticed that Franciscan 
tendency to put others first, even in 
challenging circumstances?

Take, for instance, a phone call that I 
received one recent Saturday afternoon, 
just before our monthly food service at Oak 
City Cares.

A scammer had invaded one of our 
members computers on the pretense that 
they were representing Apple.  “You’ve 
been hacked.  Call this number 
immediately.”  Once connected, the 
scammer encouraged the person to 
transfer some money from their bank 
account to fix the problem with the 
computer.  The fraternity member became 
wary and stopped the conversation but not 
before the scammer warned that the police 
would be at their house within two hours, 
charging them with a heinous crime if they 
didn’t comply.  She was directed to go to 
Home Depot and purchase some gift cards.  
“Don’t call anyone,” they warned.  “We are 
listening on your phone.”

The fraternity member was shaken, as one 
would be. Scammers say things to unsettle 
you so that you can’t think clearly and see 
through their lies and threats.  But the 
fraternity member was so concerned about 
getting food to Oak City in time for the 
meal that she disregarded the scammer’s 
directions and called me.  

If the fact that a faceless criminal would 
prey on innocent victims in their home 
made me question the moral corruption of 
human beings, the concern of the 
victimized fraternity member gave me 
hope and faith in humanity.

Although she had some work to do contacting 
her bank and the real administrators at 
Apple, her first thought was for the hungry 
people downtown to whom she had promised 
food.

Fortunately, her response is what I 
encounter all of the time when working with 
you.  

It may be the simplest of tasks.  You stay 
after the gathering to take out the trash.   
You regularly coordinate food or bring it to 
share during our breaks.  You visit our 
homebound brothers and sisters, often taking 
them shopping or to doctor appointments. 
You go out into the dining room at Oak City 
and sit down and talk with the guests.  You 
send cards to those who are ill, or 
homebound, or grieving.  You immediately 
lift up prayers when you receive a request 
from our prayer coordinator.  You say ‘yes’ 
when asked to do any of the hundreds of 
tasks it takes to keep our fraternity running.

You all face your own daily challenges, yet 
you unselfishly reach out to help.  So many 
times, at gatherings and in conversations, I 
am impressed by you dedication to others.  
You take it to heart when the priest tells us 
at the end of Mass, “Go in peace to serve God 
and one another.” You inspire me to be a 
better person.

Keep loving, caring, and serving.  Now, more 
than ever, your Franciscan heart matters.                             

–Sharon Winzeler, OFS

1 Fraternity Prayer at Oak City Cares



We welcome those who would like to learn 
more about the Secular Franciscans. 

Join us for our monthly gatherings on the 
fourth Sunday of each month, beginning at 
2:30 p.m.

Location: Founders Room at St. Francis of 
Assisi Catholic Church, 11401 Leesville Rd., 
Raleigh, North Carolina.

Fraternity Council

Spiritual Assistant:
Fr. Hugh Macsherry, OFM

Minister:
Sharon Winzeler, OFS

Vice Minister:
Dave Shick, OFS

Formation Director:
Charlotte Witosky, OFS

Treasurer:
Zubair Simonson, OFS

Secretary:
Anna Rzewnicki, OFS

Councilors:
Joan Monti, OFS
Jeanne Casciere, OFS
Chris Peffley, OFS

BSSF Region Minister:
Ellen Ferrone, OFS

Area 3 Councilors:
Lee Cunningham, OFS
Betti Pettinati-Longinotti, OFS

Our website:
https://ofscentralnc.org/fraternity/

Facebook:
Padre Pio Fraternity Secular Franciscan 
Order of Central North Carolina

Let us Pray

Most High, glorious God
enlighten the darkness of my heart.
Give me true faith, certain hope and perfect 
charity, sense and knowledge that I may 
carry out Your Holy and true command.
-Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi to discern 
God’s will

The Pope’s Intentions for February

For parishes

We pray that parishes, placing communion 
at the center, may increasingly become 
communities of faith, fraternity and 
welcome towards those most in need.

February Franciscan Calendar
Month of the Holy Family

1. Bl. Patrick O’Loughran
2. Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary
3. Martyrs of Japan
4. St. Joseph de Leonisse
5. St. Jane of Valois
6. Bl. Pius IX
7. St. Egide-Marie de St. Joseph
8. Bl. Anthony of Stroncone
9. Bl. Clare of Rimini
10. Bl. Alojzije Stepinac
11. Apparition of Our Lady of Lourdes, 1858
12. Bl. Andre Ferrari, Bishop
13. St. Eustochium of Messine
14. Bl. Philippa Mareri
15. Translation of the relics of St. Anthony
16. Bl. Veridiana
17. Bl. Luke Belludi
18. St. Bernadette Soubirous
19. St. Conrad de Plaisance
20. Bl. Peter of Treja
21. St. Margaret of Cortona
22. Feast of the Chair of St. Peter
23. Bl. Isabelle of France
24. Bl. Innocent XI
25. Bl. Sebastian of Aparicio
26. Bl. Antonia of Florence
27. Bl. Louise Albertoni
28. Bl. Jeremie de Valachie

2

https://ofscentralnc.org/fraternity/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100087276124139


Meditations by Padre Pio

Jesus is living next to you, in the 
brothers and sisters with whom you 
share your daily existence.

I am with you always. - Matthew 28:20

https://padrepiodevotions.org

Apostolates

For information please
contact the following
members

JPIC:
Gladys Whitehouse, OFS

The Website:
Sharon Winzeler, OFS

Oak City Cares:
Lee Cunningham, OFS, or
MaryLou Holloway, OFS

CPO & Fraternity
Library:
Maureen Copan, OFS

Hospitality:
Maureen McFadden, OFS
or Alma Hammer, OFS

Prayer Requests:
Deacon Phil Rzewnicki, OFS

Scrapbook:
Jeanette Cottone, OFS

Sunshine:
Frank Peluso, OFS

The Newsletter:
Rachel Bongiorno, OFS

Birthdays

02  Joan Monti, OFS

04  Rachel Bongiorno, OFS

11  Michael Hancock, OFS

20 Sr. Kathy Ann Horvat, OSC

21  Nkem Okereke, OFS

It is that time of year when we hold our 
annual retreat at St. Francis Springs 
Prayer Center 

This is a time when we come together for 
prayer, formation, and liturgy. Further 
details will come when we are closer to the 
retreat.

The dates are March 10-12, 2023

Location address:477 Grogan Road 
Stoneville, NC  27048

Our Retreat Director is Fr. Patrick Tuttle, 
OFM.
For some info on Fr. Patrick here are several 
links:
https://www.holyspiritmacon.org/meet-the-
friars
https://hnp.org/jubilarian-profile-patrick-
tuttle-marks-25-years-friar/

If you have any questions or concerns please 
reach out to either Ellen Ferrone, OFS or Lee 
Cunningham, OFS
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greenvilleonline.com

Celebrations

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/meditations-by-padre-pio-13912
https://padrepiodevotions.org/
https://www.holyspiritmacon.org/meet-the-friars
https://hnp.org/jubilarian-profile-patrick-tuttle-marks-25-years-friar/
https://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/life/2019/11/04/15-minutes-father-patrick-tuttle/4157580002/


Did you know? 

This article is a continuation from last 
issue relating about the time I entered the 
Third Order of St. Francis under the Leonine 
rule of 1883. Presently we are operating 
under the Pauline Rule of 1978.

After one year of novitiate, we made 
permanent profession in the Order during a 
ceremony in the chapel, with several friars 
present as well as fraternity members and 
friends. We were given the scapular of St. 
Francis and a cord to wear around the waist, 
under our clothing. We were also given lit 
candles and told we are “the light of the 
world.” They gave us a new name. Mine was 
Brother Anthony which was used at our 
meetings and among fraternity members. St. 
Anthony had long been a patron of mine and a 
very close “companion.” The friars also gifted 
us with two small booklets: one with the 1883 
Rule and the other with prayers and 
numerous ways to receive indulgences. TOS 
(Third Order Secular) could then be added 
after our name

Some of the many requirements of the 1883 
rules: to dress in moderation, not attend 
public spectacles such as shows and dances 
that were obstreperous in nature, and to 
attend an eight-day retreat yearly. 
Attendance at Sunday and daily Mass and 
monthly confession were part of the rule 
along with daily rosary.

Pope Leo XII said, “Likewise once a month, 
if any have recited the Our Father, Hail Mary, 
and Glory Be, fifteen times for the safety of 
Christendom, at the same time according to 
the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff, let 
them enjoy every right to expiate the stains 
on (their) soul, which they enjoy both who for 
the cause of religion perform the stational 
supplications in the City (of Rome), and who 
frequent the Portiuncula, the most holy places 
in Jerusalem, and the shrine of James the 
Apostle at Compostela.”

To be truthful, the adjustment to the Rule of 
1978 was not difficult but most welcome and 
made sense in today’s world. It brought us 
into the 20th 
century and a commitment to bring the Order 
into the workplace and the world. Read at 
least one rule a day to set them in your 
hearts to make yourself a better brother or 
sister of St. Francis.  –Frank Peluso, OFS
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Click HERE for a copy 
of The Rule

My name is Marianne Norris.
I was born April 29 in Youngstown, Ohio, the 
youngest of 8 children. After living in Ohio 
for 63 years, my husband Roy and I ventured 
to Raleigh in 2018. We have been married 
for 40 years. Our children include 3 sons; 
Tim, Sean, and Matt. The oldest are identical 
twins. We now have 3 grandchildren, the 
oldest is 20 while our youngest is just 1 
month old. I am busily retired after being a 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner. Since moving 
to Raleigh, we have attended and are active 
in the Catholic Community of St. Francis of 
Assisi. Music is my passion and huge part of 
my spirituality. Being part of the Prayer 
Shawl group has rekindled my crocheting 
and knitting activity. I am very involved 
with the Justice and Peace Ministry in our 
parish which allowed me to be introduced to 
the Pen Pal Ministry, Immigration Team, and 
Racial Equity team. I asked this question to a 
good friend at just the right time; What do 
you know about the Secular Franciscans? 
I’ve always admired seeing many members 
of the fraternity front and center in 
ministering to the church. So here I am as an 
inquirer!

Eye on the Inquirer- Marianne Norris

https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020_Dec-updated-Translation_OFS-Rule-s1467.pdf


Meryemana Evi- “the House of Mother 
Mary” 

On Mount Nightingale, near the ruins of 
Ephesus, is an old stone house. This single-
story house is a shrine, called Meryemana
Evi, translated as “the House of Mother 
Mary” in Turkish. It’s widely believed that 
this house is where St. John had cared for the 
Mother of God during her final years on 
Earth, that the Assumption took place there. 
There is a fountain, and a wishing wall, just 
outside and below the house. Visitors 
commonly take water from the fountain, and 
leave their written petitions in one of the 
many crevices of the wishing wall (a pre-
Islamic Turkish tradition). And yes, the 
nearby souvenir stand does take Visa…

Whether Meryemana Evi is indeed the 
house in which Our Lady had lived has neither 
been declared, nor denied, by the Church. The 
Church, in her prudence, requires much 
evidence before declaring that any miracle 
took place, or that any person is indeed 
a saint, or that any site is indeed a holy place. 
Such a process protects us from taking the 
word of any Joe Schmo, who claims to have 
performed some miracle, more seriously than 
we ought to. And it’s because our Church’s 
prudence that we can know for certain that 
any recognized miracle, any canonized saint, 
and any recognized holy place, is indeed the 
real deal. 

We may very well have to wait for several 
decades, or even centuries, until any formal 
declaration, either way, gets made. 
But in the meantime, the House of the Virgin 
Mary is visited by millions of Christian 
pilgrims, as well as many Muslims, 
each year. The facts and the rumors are still 
being sorted out. But a rumor alone, that 
the Mother of God may have set foot 
anywhere, is still enough to draw the 
faithful from all over the world. God fully 
knows the intentions of any pilgrim’s 
heart. And we know that no land which 
Our Lady has ever touched will ever 
escape her loving embrace. 

Excerpt from the latest article by Zubair 
Simonson, OFS

Read the entire article HERE, published on 
the National Catholic Register website.
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Photo Credit:Zubair Simonson,OFS

ascensionpress.com

https://www.ncregister.com/
https://ascensionpress.com/
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Photo Credit:Rachel Bongiorno,OFS



Click HERE to
find more 
information on
your Saint, 
Blesseds and 
Feasts
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file:///C:/Users/rchlr/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/3/Attachments/Franciscan-Saints-01-2023%5b3611%5d.pdf
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Continually pray to God and say, in 
every circumstance, “Thy will be done.” 

To one of his spiritual daughters, Padre 
Pio wrote: “In all human affairs… learn
most of all to recognize and adore God’s
will in everything. Frequently repeat the
divine words of our dear Master, ‘Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven.’ May 
this beautiful exclamation always be in 
your heart and on your lips in all the
changes of life. Repeat it with affliction. 
Repeat it in temptation and in the trials to
which Jesus will be pleased to subject you. 
Repeat it still when you find yourself
immersed in the ocean of Jesus’ love. This
will be your anchor and your salvation.”

Photo Credit:Rachel Bongiorno, OFS

A pilgrimage is under consideration by 
the council for 2024. The tentative 
information can be found below. Please 
contact Chris Peffley, OFS or any council 
member with questions.
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